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I do believe that, where there is only a choice 
between cowardice and violence, I would advise 


violence. 


Mahatma Gandhi, Young India, 
August 11, 1920 
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PREFACE 


Very few attempts have been made by scholars to study the last 
phase of the nationalist movement in Kerala. Therefore, we lack 
a proper historical perspective of the major developments of 
this period like the militant agrarian movement and its anti-imperi- 
alist 2ctivities under Communist leadership. The Kayyur riot, a 
terrorist episode in this period, is of much political significance in 
the Communist movement in the region. Kayyur, a remote 
village in Kasaragod taluk of former South Kanara district is now 


— 


a symbol of heroism and martyrdom “for Communists all over 


° Kerala. 


Four young kisan patriots later known as Kayyur Comra- 
des were hanged on 29 March 1943 at the Central Jail, Cannanore, 
for having joined a riot in their village on the occasion of an 
anti-imperialist procession on 28 March 1941, in which a police 
constable was killed. British Communists secured the free service 
of D. N. Pritt, the eminent counsel, for presenting the case 
before the Privy Council and they even criticised on the floor 
of the House of commons the miscarriage of justice in the Indian 
courts. But none of their efforts succeeded in rescuing the lives 
of those prisoners who mounted the gallows with the parting 
message: “Inguilab Zindabad; Communist Party Zindabad; Let 
Imperialism Perish; andi Let Landlordism Perish”. 

In preparing this monograph, all confidential and non- 
confidential sources relating to the riot in the Tamilnadu Archi- 
ves, Court records maintained in the District Court, Tellicherry, 
etc. have been utilised. Many of the living accused personers have 
been interviewed with the help of a questionnaire as part of field 
investigation. Besides this, consultations were also held with 
leaders of the nationalist and agrarian movements in the region. 
A review of the earlier works, details of chapters, etc. have been 
given in the introduction that follows. The chapter on nationalist 
movement and Malabar Karshaka Sangham is intended to give a 
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background to this study and therefore, it is mainly traced from 
secondary sources. 

Now both Central and State Governments have permitteg 
pension for freedom fighters to the accused persons in 
this riot case also. Some of them are awarded Tamrapathras by 
the Government. But nothing has been done worthy to perpetu. 
ate the memory of the four comrades who were hanged to death 
in this case. Their dead bodies are buried ina graveyard of the 
jail intended for the convicted criminals hanged to death. It is 
high time to erect a memorial in front of the jail to perpetuate 
the memory of the Kayyur heroes and honour them. 

A building, now dilapidated, on the river bank in Kayyur 
constructed by local people is not a suitable memorial for those 
heroes who loved their fellowmen, tried to organise them for a 
better tomorrow and sacrificed their lives in that effort. Recently 
a committee has been constituted under the patrongage of 
C. Achuta Menon, former Chief Minister of Kerala, with 
N. K. Balakrishnan, former Health Minister of Kerala, as 
chairman and K. Madhavan as secretary to organise a social 
service centre in Kayyur. Mrinal Sen, the renowned film director 
from Bengal is now making a film on Kayyur. 


1 January 1978, | K. K. N. Kurup 
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CHAPTER ONE 


INTRODUCTION 


ace details of the peasant 

he |Kayyur riot, a terrorisi , 
ment in Kasaragod taluk of former ; 
- The class organisation of pea , 
ht the nationalist movement : 


an attempt to tr 


This study is 
ral and t 


movement in Malabar in gene 
episode in the nationalist move 
South Kanara district in | particula 
sants, The Karshaka Sangham, broug 
to the lowest stratum of the rural society and added new dim- | 
ensions to its anti-imperialist activities! For a better under- , 
standing of these developments, an analytical study of the | 

ievances is essential. Under | 


socio-economic roots of agrarian gr 
colonial rule, a new agrarian structure had been introduced in ; 
India which was neither traditional nor feudal nor capitalist | 


The rapid commercialisation of rural India and the inexorable | 
monetisation of a rural economy under an imperialist system : 
brought a crisis among the peasantry. These anomalies reached : 
a new height during the days of the Second World War. People | 
ravaged by poverty, oppression and war joined their class orga 
nisation and consequently the nationalist movement was stren- 
gthened by the support of the rural strata of society in Malabar. 
The agrarian system in Malabar under British rule had 
been responsible for violent upsurges on several occasions Those 
earlier uprisings, however, were not strongly influenced by a poli- 
tical ideology of nationalism. An exception to this may be four 
in the Malabar Rebellion or Moplah Cutbreak of 1921 which had 
` origin in an anti-imperialist movement. When Malabar was 
rought under the political hegemony of the C in 1792 
a powerful landed class known di I e Company in I =“ 
oe as Janm Ji kkar W? 
created in this region by the authoriti a cii ‘vate 
property in land and its sanctit "wak raei pe 
patron saint of Utilitarians, hi hh a ede dapa aa 
Therefore, the admin'str highly influenced the British aft, 
s of the Company practically enfor 


ra - - 
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ced such property rules without considering the traditional land 
systems in India. The primary concern of the new government 
of the Company in Malabar was the security of revenue and its 
collection by a landed aristocracy. By the introduction of the 
new revenue settlement in Malabar after its acguisition in 1792, 
the authorities completely neglected the customary rights of the 
intermediaries and made settlement with the new class of Janmis. 2 
This class derived its privileges from the Company. It was con- 
fidently hoped that this particular class would not only be 
made responsible for the payment of revenue to the Company: 
but would also remain as ramparts of loyalty in the subjugated 
land. The English courts upheld the absolute and unqualified 


right of these Janmis to the soil and approved that the could 
evict thej ieir pleasure after the expiry of the con- 


tractual period of tenancy. Such an agrarian system was not 
conducive for a prosperous agricultural community. It was one 
of the reasons for the backwardness of the region and the frequ- 
ent riots in the nineteenth century. 3 - 

When the waves of nationalism submerged the country du- 
ring the 20th century, the cultivating class of tenants in Malabar 
were also awakened and they joined the mainstream of the struggle 
for freedom The class of landlords, the native collaborators 
of the British Raj, now faced a grave crisis and found no possi- 
bility for an amelioration. The working class movement was fo- 
cussed against the imperialists and the alien rulers with some 
vigour. 

The main purpose of this research work is to record the 
local history which had become in every respect a significant 
part of the major political movement in Kerala. Therefore, this 
is an attempt to trace an important chapter in the regional studies 
pertaining to the nationalist movement. The introduction in the 
first chapter deals with the scope of the subject. A general survey 
of the organisational work among the peasants of Malabar during 
this period is given in the second chapter. Some activities of the 
Comunists based on violence are also traced this chapter. This 
is intended for providing a background study of the nationalist 
movement and peasant organisation in Malabar and for analy- 
sing the devolopments relating to the Kayyur riot. The nature 
of landlordism under the British rule in Kasaragod taluk, the 
awakening of the peasantry and the organisation of Karshaka 
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Sangham in this taluk are dealt with in the third chapter. The 
remaining chapters deal with details of the Kayyur riot, judicial 
proceedings, etc. The concluding remarks are giv 
chapter. 


en in the last 


So far no detailed academic studies have been under:aken 
.on Kayyur riot. V. V. Kunhambu, late CPI (M) M. L. A., has 
published a popular work in Malayalam. 4 His work is intended 
to tracing the history of the political party to which he belonged 
and also to explain his role in thgevent. Therefore, the nationalist 
character of the movement has been belittled in his work for add- 
ing emphasis to the class struggle at that period under his leader- 
ship. “The present author has already published a papar on “The 
Peasant Movement in Kasaragod Taluk” including a brief account 
of the Kayyur riot in the Journal of Kerala Studies (1976). 3 Some 
references relating to this riot are available in the writings on the 
Communist movement in Kerala. But those writings never refl- 
ect the historical devolopment of the riot in its political and nati- 
onal context. For instance, A. K. Gopalan has praised the heroes 
of the riot as “Bolshevik heroes” and stated that their blood nur- 
tured the Communist Party in Kerala. 6. On an earlier occasion 
the same author even committed a factual error and recorded that 
three members were hanged to death following that riot.7 Such 
an error from th: pen of a leader of the Communist party reve- 


als that no serious attempt has been made by them to analyse 
this riot. 


F —— —— o Sy, r "Z 


E. M. S. Namboodiripad, one of the founding fathers of 
the Communist movement in Kerala, who has analysed the role 
of the working class in the anti-imperialist struggle in this region 
during the 1940's has nothing to record on Kayyur.8 At the 
Same time, he has mentioned many other violent activities pertai- 
ning to this period like Morazha, Mattanur, Punnapra and Vaya- 
lar. A recent writer described the riot as a “tenant-landlord | Y: 
dispute" and stated that “the Police was there to help the land- 
lord”.9 Actually, it was not like that. Some aspects of the' 
riot have been given in a recent academic research work. How- 
ever, the date of the riot relates to a period in which the Comm- 28: 
unists had already made a compromise with the imperialists. 10 
Another writer who traced the history of the peasant movement 
In Kerala wrote on Kayyur: 
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On 26th March a police constable visited Kayyur... 
The members of Karshaka Sangham who felt humi- 
liation started a quarrel against him. The police 
charged a case against them...and arrived at Kayyur 
again on 28th night...They beat and arrested, some 
of the members of the Sangham...Against these opp- 
ressive measures, protests were made on 29th...in 
which a policeman was killed. 11 


Even in a book published by Kerala Karshaka Sangham 
the students of history find only confusing and unreliable state. 
ments regarding Kayyur. There are some articles published in th: 
periodicals by K. A. Keraleeyan and others. 12 A historical nove 
has been published on this riot in Kannada. !3 There are Som: 
poems also written in Malayam by poets like T. S. Tirumumbu. 


The confidential and non-confidential primary source 
relating to this riot are available in the Tamilnadu Archives 
Madras. The only limitation is that they reflect the “official 
view of the British Government. The judicial proceedings haw 
neglected the political nature of the riot and have treated it as : 
mere criminal offence. In this situation, extensive field wot! 


taining the extent of their par 


ticipation in the demonstrations 
theit economic status, 


occupation etc. at that time. 14 


Some thirty replies t ; T 

o the above questionnai t 

TW d nnaire ral in 
erViews with prominent 4 pu 


local leaders a ; i š 
ment and the findings fr ssociated with the mov 


"n om independent local enquiries have bet" 
utilised as authentic Sources according to their me. The fin 


Ources” definitely contribute to a bett" 


For instance. i Ben sa a oh 

i » Its political significan 

Participation by the Communists, police excesses, role of the 
i ane nocent persons, role of landlords 8! 
a bns Mene Karshaka Sangham etc. could nd 

m the archi e ini 
details of the accused Salone. An appendix show! 


Volved in the Kayyur riot 


Val source 
Persons in 


4 


ai 


Scanned by CamScanner 


| 


h 


Introduction 


is given at the end of this study. The details given therein are 


' verified by local enquiries and personal interviews with many of 


them. Some important primary sourcess are also reproduced with 


` regard to the peasant movement and the judicial proceedings. 


The conclusions given in the last chapter are the findings 
of a professional student of history. They are not at all influen- 
ced or coloured by any political ideology. They are, further, not 
intended to credit or discredit the activities of any political party 
of that period.) As R. C. Majumdar, the doyen among Indian 
historians, remarked: — 


History, divorced from truth, does not help a nation- 
its future should be laid on the stable foundations 
of truth and not on the quicksands of falsehood, 
however alluring it may appear at present. India is 
now at the cross-roads and I urge my young friends 
to choose carefully the path they would like to 
tread upon. 15 
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CHAPTER TwO 


NATIONALIST MOVEMENT AND 
MALABAR KARSHAKA SANGHAM 


There was no concerted effort in Malabar, earlier than in 

. the nineteen-thirties, to bring home the Indian nationalist move- 
ment to the peasants, workers and landless agricultural labourers 

| in the form of a mass movement. By that time the movement in 
Kerala had acquired a clear-cut character of an agrarian struggle 
also. The political leadership demanded the mobilisation of the 
peasants, small-farmers and workers and had begun to support 
their economic interests and aspirations. These efforts roused the 


| working class and the peasantry and brought them into the 
mainstream of the nationalist movement. 


. DEMANDS OF THE TENANTS 


| The agrarian problems and the grievances of the Moplah 
| tenants involved in the Malabar Rebellion of 1921 are not traced 
| in this context. (As early as 1924, the Congress leaders like Moya- 

rath Sankaran, K. V. Krishnan and others initiated the organisa- 
tion of the tenants in Malabar and submitted a memorial to the 
| Government) A meeting, especially of Verumpattamdars, met un- 
der the presidentship of K. V. Reddy at Puduppanam, Badagara, 
7nd resolved to send a deputation to Madras to press for tenancy 
i legislation. The deputation consisting of one hundred tenants un- 
| der the leadership of an old peasant, Mulayil Korumbanj presen- 
| ted a memorial to the Government. ere Were, owever, no 
Other attempts to organise a permanent body to press their de- 


mands.1 The Congress leaders who shaped this programme 
followed the methods of early Congressmen who believed in the 
peaceful presentation of their grievances to the Government and 
in Teguesting for their redressal. 


| 
| 
i 
| 
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; ‘Following these developments, in April 1928, an All-Keraj, 
Tenants' Conference was held at Ernakulam as part of the States 
Peoples' Conference. The Conference was presided over by Lal; 
Lajpat Rai. An organisation of the tenants was formed known a 

\_All-Kerala Kutiyan Sangham to further the interests of the ten 
ants under the initiative of K. T. Mathew, M. B. Saleem, K. M 
Ibrahim and others.2 This First Kisan Conference adopted seye. 
ral resolutions demanding new and far-reaching tenancy legisla 
tion.3/ These demands by the tenants put some pressure on th, 
Government to enact tenancy legislation for Malabar. 


In 1930, the Government of Madras passed the Malabal 
Tenancy Act (Madras Act of XIV of 1930) which did not giw 
any real relief to the majority of peasants. One of the architect: 
of the Communist movement in Kerala stated that: 


the fixity of tenure granted to Verumpattamdars 
was so conditional and the rate of “fair rent" fixed 
for them was so high, that their position remained 
more or less the same as before. 4 € m.s. 


It showed particularly that the movement initiated by tht 
upper strata of the peasants during this period was not effective 
to put pressure on the governmental machinery to redress their 
grievances. | 


Simultaneously, there was a resettlement in Malabar in 1931 
regarding land revenue. It was revised and enhanced by 18.75 per 
cent. as recommended by A. R. Mac Ewen, the Collector of Mala- 
bar. His recommendation was based on the fact that there was an 
increase in the price of agricultural products like coconuts, paddy 
and pepper. But those were the years of a world-wide depre 
ssion (1929-33) and thus there was no stability in prices for 
agricultural products. The steep fall in the price of the commodi- 
ties brought innumerable difficulties to the tenants and agricultu- 
ral labourers. As the land revenue payable by the landlords had 
been increased, the rent demanded by them from their tenants was 
also increased. It was followed by illegal exactions of various 
feudal levies. Rural indebtedness increased and a large number °! 
peasants were either evicted or forced to sell their lands. In tha! 
circumstance the “land revenue week” was observed in 1934 b) 
the peasants throughout Malabar as a measure of protest. ê 


9 
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The peasant upsurge in different parts of the district gra- 
dually paved the way for an organised movement. ‘In 1934, a 
peasant conference was held at Pattambi, attended by large 
numbers of tenants, small-farmers and landless agricultural labo- 
urers.” These sections of society united against the landlords 
and Government. Thus with roots in the lower strata of society, 
the nationalist movement now became more popular than ever in 
Malabar. The immediate effect was the gradual shift of the Pro- 
vincial Congress Committee into the hands of the Congress Soci- 
alists. In May 1935, an All-Kerala Conference of the Congress 
Socialist Party met at Calicut and passed certain resolutions 
supporting the demands of peasants and workers.8 


MALABAR KARSHAKA SANGHAM- 


A The first regular unit of Karshaka Sangham (Kisan Sabha) 
W with its office-bearers was founded at Karivellur in September, 
1934. The association included the villages of Vellur, Peralam, 
. Karivellur and Kotakkat. The president and secretary of Karivellur 
Samyukta Karsahka Sangham were A.V. Kunhambu and M. P. 
Appu respectively. A youth association known as Abhinava Bharat 
Yuvak Sangham organised at Karivellur on 13 April 1934 was res- 
ponsible for organising the Karshaka Sangham. (The architects of 
the Yuvak Sangham were A.V. Kunhambu, M. P. Appu, P.Kunhi- 
raman and others. It was a politically oriented association with a 
definite programme of social service including social reform. 9 
Similar units of Karshaka Sagham were organised in several villa- 
ges of Malabar! In Chirakkal taluk, the organisers were K. A. 
Keraleeyan, Vishnu Bharatiyan, M. P. Appu, T. C. Narayanan 
| Nambiar, A. V. Kunhambu, V. V. Kunhambu and others. A 
“hunger-jatha” organised by the leftists and peasants from Mala- 
batmarched to Madras in July 1936, to present a memorial to the 
| Government regarding the poverty of the people. The director and 
, Secretary of that march were A. K. Gopalan and Sardar Chandroth 
| Kunhiraman Nair respectively. It consisted of 32 members inclu- 
| ding some trade union leaders also. Although the Government 
| did not accept the memorial, the march through the villages arou- 
seda spirit of co-operation and joint action among the peasants 
and workers for their common cause.10 [t was in this context that 
Ate first meeting of the Chirakkal Taluk Karshaka Sangham was 


c 9 
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"in 
convened at Parassinikadavu, in November 1936, under the " 
dentship of A. K. Pillai. 1! uM | ti, 

'Such local peasant associations in the differen Part, 
India were finally combined under united leadership, known „` 9 
India Kisan Sabha, which was organised at Luckno 
1936. The organisation was an anti-imperialist fron 
political groups, from progressive Congressmen to 
Among its founders, national leaders and literary figures " 
Swami Sahajananda, Karyananda Sharma, Muzafar Ahike 
Acharya Narendradev, Rahul Sankrityayan and Indulal Yajnig 
were included.!2 Its “object and main tasks” were: 


as 4) 
qm 
t of all left; 


tis 
Communis, 


The object of the Kisan movement is to secure com- 
plete freedom from economic exploitation and the 
achievement of Jull economic and political power 
for the peasants and workers and all other exploited 
classes. The main tasks of the Kisan movement 


nisation of peasants to Fight for their 


participation in the national struggle for winning com- 
plete independence 13 


The peasants Were taught that they have to struggle agains! 
landlordism on the o 


| | . | ] ding 


: Ownership of joint prope BE 
Which followed arumakkattayam (matriline”' 
tance, They Were further inspired by national" 
me of them appened to receive Engl 

Sadership in political and "yl 
the lowest ranks, illiterate 
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their respective localities, 


The origanisational work among the peasants in Malabar 
was a difficult task.'For centuries the peasant suffered insult and 
injuries at the hands of the landowners. Traditions of serfdom 
enforced on him certain restrictions even in his language, dress 
and general behaviour; For instance. he could not wear slippers, 
full-size dhoti or a shirt and a turban. He addressed the landlord 
as “Tamburan' (god) and landlady as “Tamburatti` (goddess). He 
spoke of himself as 'Ativan' (slave). His food was 'Karikkati' or 
black-gruel and money was “Chembu Kasu' or copper-coin. He 
was not permitted to sit down before his landlord. A large num- 

x ber of the peasants belonged to Tiva and lower communities. The 
: 
A 
f 


| 
without ritual status, also became leaders of the movement in 


caste-practices like untouchability and unapproachability kept 
them at a distance from Brahmin and Nayar landlords. There 
were also occasions when good looking and healthy women- 
folk. both married and unmarried, belonging to peasant families 
were being molested by landlords. 


Besides the stipulated rent, many illegal exactions were re- 
alised by the landlords from their tenants. Some of them were 
Vasi, Nuri, Mukkal, Silakkash, Vechukanal, etc. 15 There were 
also many feudal levies extorted by them such as vegetables on 
festive occasions. In several tenancy-deeds, such levies in fav- 
our of the landlord, were mentioned separately in addition to the 
` rent payable by the tenant. 16 The associations of the peasants 
unanimously demanded the abolition of such illegal exactions 
Against those persons who collected such levies they even organi- 
sed social boycott. For instance, the local barber and washerman 
were stopped from attending on them. !7 To unite the peasant 
activities, an All Malabar Karshaka Sangham was organised in 
1937 with P. Naravanan Nair as president and K. A. Keraleeyan 
. as secretary. !8. Jis office was later shifted from Calicut to Kall- 
asseri, a central place in Chirakkal taluk. 


—— 


—— 


sa — 


— 


To rouse the peasant from slumber and make him con- 
scious of his class interest was a difficult process But once he 
Was awakened nothing stopped him from his onward march. The 
Progressive literature of the times and popular songs and dramas 
gave him a message of unity. The songs composed by T. S. Tiru- 
mumbu, Keraleeyan, Premji and others evoked m him a new 
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i ects and style of those lyrics 4 
deni vese! founiti In several places th 
were sung by them during the seasons of paddy-so 
vesting. Small leaflets and pamphlets were also pu 
culated among the peasants which bitterly crit 


Uracteg 

"se new a 
wing an k: 
blished a * 
aed : ka 
) er of such Dia, 
phlets inflammatory and proscribed many of them, 20 Fa; 
known drama in Malayalam by K. Damodaran e 


Š el 
ntitled “Ren 
Arrears" (Patta Bakki) portrayed the system of r 


ural usury "i 
other evils in a very touching manner. That was staged in Man, 
a peasant meeting. Nationalist news-papers like Mathrubhp, 
published in Malayalam brought them the 


news of the Politic 
developments in the country. Prabhatam, a Malayalam Week} 


edited by E. M. S. Namboodiripad spread Socialist ideas amon, 
the peasants and workers. All those activities as part of a Culture 
movement provided the necessary background for peasant Organ. 
isations. 

The united moyement of the peasants against the landlord 
(which had some elements of a class Struggle) attained considera 


ble strength during the years 1937-39. In several places oppressiv 


measures were taken by the landlords against them. At this'perio 
89 criminal cases were f iled against 348 persons in sever: 
courts of North Malabar. 2: These measures in some places eva 


led to the denial of rent to the landlords which created furth: 
tension between the two classes. 


In July 1937, followin 


a Act 1935, a Congress minist 
The Karshaka Sangham whk 
in the election naturally expect 
eming thé centuries-old disch 
tation was based on the resolute 
of the the All India Cong? 


— a ogn 
» InCorporating an agrarian pres 
mme in the-election manifest : 
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jatha consisting of the units from Mathamangalam, Kuttur, Era- 
mam. Perur, Thimiri, Kooveri, Perunthatta, Prappoyil, Korom, 
etc. started on 13 October, from Kunhimangalam, to meet 
Vengayil Valiya Nayanar at Kanayi, Chittari. Similar jathas 
proceeded from Malappattam, Muyyam. Kurumathur. Kayaralam 
Kandankai, Chengalayi, Panniyur, Kotallur, Kolthuruthi on 21 
October to meet Kurumathur Namboodiripad. The units from 
Bakkalam, Morazha, Kalliasseri, Keecheri, Antur. (Mayyil5 Chuli- 


vad, Blathur, Kottur, Kulinha, Chepparamb, Nitiyanga, Nuchiyad, 


Etleranhi: Kanhileri, Eruvassi, Chengalai, Payyayur and Chuzhali 
also Tòti jathas 5 on November to Elleranhi to meet Karakkattitam 
Samanthan Valiva Nayanar. All jathas demanded the landlords 
to suspend the ilegal extortions like Kasi, Nuri, and Mukkal. 22 
ph of landlordism was not their primary concern on that 
occasion. There were also no demands for state or collective 
farms or introduction of new techniques of agriculture. The jathas 
chose to carry the redflag with a hammer and sickle symbol, 

It would be interesting to examine the attitude of the 
Indian National Congress towards the peasant organisations. The 
activities of the AIKS were looked on with suspicion by the Con- 
gress leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru. The «Kisan Sabha criticised 
the Congress ministries in Bihar and other places for showing 
more sympathetic attitude towards the landlords than to the poor 
peasants. In support of that view the Kisan Sabha pointed out 
that most of the local Congress committees in the rural areas 
were dominated by the landlords. Naturally, it made the Kisan 
Sabha more violent and more anti-Congress in its activities. As 
a result of thatrontroversy between Coggress and AIKS, Swami 
Sahajananda, one of the fognding fathets @ the AIKS, resigned 
from the working comgnittee * pf Bihar * grovincial Congress 
Committee.23 p, * ^". * a, 0. 

In February t988,eat ils ayftual session at Haripura, the 
Congress passed adesoluion whieh 'diregtgd its members not to 


associate with Kisan y bas eo thf detriment of local party as- 


Sociation. It stated: 


While fully recognising the right of the Kisans to 
organise Kisan Sabhas, the Congress cannot as- 
sociate itself with any activities which are incomp- 
atible with the basic principles of the Congress and 
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will not countenance any of the activities of those 

Congressmen who as members of the Kisan Sabhas 

help in creating an atmosphere hostile to Congress 

principles and policy. 24 
The same resolution had advised that “Kisans should be invited 
to join it [Congress] in ever larger numbers and Organised to 
carry on their struggle under its banner.” 28 However, that was 
not an easy task for the Congress as the infrastructure of the pea. 
sant movement had already been founded on a different ideology, 
Some scholars believed that "the alienation between the Congress 
Party and All-India Kisan Sabha contributed to the capture of the 
peasant organization by the CPI during World War II.``26 But in 
reality, the peasant organisation born from the nationalist move. 
ment had been the foster-child of the leftists and the Congress 
could not *own' that *wicked' child on account of ideological dif. 


ference. Since its inception, the movement had been dominated by 
the CSP and later the CPI. 


MALABAR TENANCY COMMITTEE:- 


On account of those persistent demands from the Sangham 
in October 1938, the Government gave notice of the introduction 
of a bill in the Legislative Assembly to amend the Malabar Ten- 
ancy Act, 1929 (Madras Act XIV of 1930). The scope of the bill 
was restricted to the removal of certain difficulties experienced 
in the working of that Act. However, the bill was not introduced 
as the peasants demanded a thorough revision of the Act.27 The 
organised efforts of the peasants were responsible for that action. 

To put more pressure upon the Government the Sangham 
observed 6 an e Malabar Tenancy Amendment Day 
throughout the distrigt, Piocgtsions “Aha: 7g gs were also or 
ganised on that daf2e Op 18 Decemety, twé jathas from Kari- 
vellur and KanjikkQdè, . «the "nofthernmost. and southernmost 
villages of Malabar, prooeedétlsto Seligit andr Sardar Chandr- 
oth and E. P. Gopaff TesRecjjVely”te Brese% memorial to the 
District Collector. That kisan-maZidofè rgily was addressed a! 
Calicut by K. Madhava Menon 29 The memorial enumerated the 
grievances of the peasants. Following those developments. in 


December, T. Prakasam, the Revenue Minister, visited Chirakk 
and other taluks to Study the Situation and problems of thé 
Malabar peasants. . 
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ar peasantry for a new tenancy 
of a Malabar Tenancy Commi- 


ttee by the Government to Investigate and report on the following 


points: 3! 


1 “the origin and nature of the several interests held by the 
jenmies, the intermediary tenure holders of land and the 
cultivating tenants, 
the respective rights òt the jenmies and of the various kinds 
of tenure holders, viz., Kanamdars, Melkanamdars, Kuzhi- 
kanamdars, sub-kanamdars, Kudiyiruppus, Verumpattam- 
dars, etc., i 
the basis of the assessment of rent and the factors that 
should be taken into consideration in fixing a fair rent for 
dry, garden and wet lands in the case of the various kinds 
of tenure-holders, 


4 the necessity of securing fixity of tenure to the various 
tenure-holders, PP 
the origin and nature, of. “@newai fpés', and the necessity 
for controllinf'these by degislation. .... 
the desirability of revisjqe the 'pièsent "aal provisions re- 
garding relingwsgmenf, eviction, and pf extending the pro- 
Visions of tengricy legishriénə to ¿fugutwe cultivation and 
cultivation of peppey e» e * 
the necessity of making legal provisions to prohibit levies 
of a feudal character and to secure the standardisation of 
the weights and measures to be used in tenancy and rental 
transaction, : 
8 the Suitability of the legal processes, penalties, and proced- 
Ure provided by the present Tenancy Act, and 
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9 whether the intended legislation should be extended to the 
Kasaragod taluk in the South Kanara District and Guda. 


lur taluk in the Nilgiris District”. 32 


EMERGENCE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY:- 

When the Tenancy Committee began to function, there 
were significant political developments in Malabar. The long 
apprehended war broke out on | September 1939, and on the 
3rd, India, was declared a belligerent. Without her consent, she 
had been dragged into a world war. The situation created by that 
imperialist war intensified the struggle between the left and right 
wings inside the Congress. The leftists stood for an unconditional 
resistance to an inherently unjust war. For the rightists it was an 
occasion to settle the independence of India with the U. K. The 
Congress ministries in the British Indian States resigned as a 
matter of protest. 

The leftists within the Congress Socialist group, found the 
Gandhian techniques of Satyagraha and protest unsuitable in a 
fight against British imperialism. They decided to implement 
the revolutionary plan of action chalked out in the document, 
The Proletarian Path.33 / Their intention was to mobilise the entire 
people by building up a militant movement through general st- 
rikes and peasant struggles. In 1937, the Indian Communist leaders 
like S. V. Ghate had organised the nucleus of Communist group 
in Kérala consisting of P. Krishna Pillai, E. M. S. Naboodiripad, | 
N. C. Sekhar and K. Damodaran.34 However, no satisfactory 
work had been done in Kerala for promoting the formation of a 
Communist Party at ghgt zr 

| In Decembqr:1989, a crutial, and secret meeting of some 

90 prominent workers.of coa Congfess Beialist Party met at 
Pinarayi (Tellichegy) fo gonsifler tae formation of the Communist 
Party. They decided, fof such a fran@fognfation and to link up 
the popular agrarifn ang wofkikg Class struggles against economic 
crises and suffering brought otiteayethe war with the fight for 
national independence.36 The formation of the party was declared 
through the writings in tar on the walls, etc., on 26 January 
1940.37 The prominent leaders like Krishna Pillai went underg'” 
und to organise the party as it was a party under ban. The fir? 
job of the party was to mobilise the people and bring peasant! 
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organisations and trade unions together for a united 4X 
gainst the Government. 4A central agitation commitrè Nè 
K. P. R. Gopalan as secretary was organised for that p SENT 

The difficulties of the Communist Party during that fog 
| ative period were recollected by E. M. S. Namboodiripad in tM 
| following words: rd 


! The Communists were in a peculiar position: they 
| were, on the one hand, an independent political 
| party functioning illegally and fighting the official 
policy of the Congress: while on other hand, they 


were the leaders of the provincial, district and lower 
units of the Congress organisation. 88 


Further, the Congress Socialist Party expelled all Communists 
from its organisation who stood for the  Marxist-Leninist 
lines of revolution. But the state branches of the CSP in 
Andhra, Madras and Kerala transformed themselves into the zit 


Communist Party. 28 "EVE TK | 
Even, in an emergency situation created by the war, the 

Malabar Tenancy Committee continued its enguiries. The units 

of Karshaka Sangham represented their grievances before the 

Committee and forwarded 145 replies to the questionnaire pre- 

pared by the Committee. The Kasaragod Sangham also forwarded 

14 replies stating their grievances. Regarding the extension of 

the proposed Tenancy Bill to Kasaragod taluk all units of the 

Sangham demanded such an extension. But the association of the - > | 

landlords and individual landlords as a níatter of class interest 

demanded that there was no such necessity. They also pointed out 

that the existing Tenancy Act in Malabar Was good enough for edidit 

them. It revealed a clear-cut division of two classcs based on eco- 

nomic interests. However, the Committee felt the iiccessity of 

controlling the “monopoly of land" enjoyed by the landlords and 

the urgent need of a legislation.4° Finally, the Committee pres- 

ented its report to the Government. The report was not unanimo- 

US as dissenting notes were recorded by E. M. S. Namboodiripad, 

Muhammed Abdur Rahiman Sahib and E. Kannan. In that dis- 

senting note Namboodiripad pointed out the social evils of abs- 

*ntee landlordism and demanded its abolition for ever. 


en 
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ANTI-REPRESSION DAY AND RIOTS 
On account of the underground activities of the Commu. 
nists and the extraordinary situation created by the war, the 
Government strengthened its repressive measures everywhere 
against the peasants. workers. etc. Black-marketing of the essential 
commodities made life miserable for millions of people who lived 
on the verge of starvation. Ine peasants and workers demanded: 
1) dearness allowance to neutralise the rise in the cost of living, 
2) cheap grainshops, 3) punishments to officials. who resorted to 
extortion for war funds and 4) minimum guaranteed price for ag- 
ricultural products.4! In that circumstance the KPCC decided to 
observe an Anti-Repression Day on September 15, 1940) However, 
on 12 September, the Disrict Magistrate of Malabar promulgated 
an order under the Defence of India Rules banning meetings pro- 
cessions or assemblies in the District of Malabar on the 15 Septe- 
mber 1940.42) 

(Inspite of the orders, the Kisans and mazdoors participated 
in large numbers in the processions organised on that day. -As the 
leadership was given by a revolutionary party which had nothing 
to do with Gandhian concept of non-violencc, but only had a lab- 
el of the Congress, there were violent agitations in places like Te- 
llicherzy, Mattanur and Morazha. Meetings had been organised in 
different centres on that day) (in Tellicherry, in the course of the 
meeting at Jawahar Ghat, there was police-firing which claimed 
two victims, Aboo (28) and wanu a a primary 
school teacher of Mambram, and Chathukutty, a beedi-mazdoor 
of-Dharmapatam, were the first first ‘martyrs’ in Kerala in the cause 
of-Eommunism.) Also it was the (first occasion "on which 
mititant Tésisfancé to the police was consciously organised by 4 
political party.Y^3 f 

The meéting on the protest day in the Chirakkal taluk was 
planned to-ve convened at Keecheri. However, on account of thé 
police interference it was shifted to Anchampeetika, in Morazif 
amsam as a peasant conference. That was also banned by the au 
thorities just before its session. When the police started to charg? 
against the participants, K. P. R. Gopalan, who was an officer 0 
the volunteer corps commanded his volunteers to fight with 
police force. Suddenly the situation developed into a “hand 
hand fight" with the police in which Sub-Inspector Kuttikrish™ 
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fenon and Constable Gopalan Nambiyar were killed, the mob 
pouting “Long Live the Revolution.” 44 |. ^7 n, ) 


^ 


In Mattanur, the people assembled at the cart maidan for 
m a public meeting in connection with the Protest Day. The 
olice asked them to disperse, but the crowd answered that they 
yould not disperse without celebrating the Protest Dav. Then! 
he police lathi-charged them and the crowd retaliated and atta-| 
ked the police party) Raman Nayar, a constable, was mortally! 
vounded in this riot.y Following these riots the Government took 
ill kinds of oppressive measures against workers and peasants. 
At the same time the Government banned the All Malabar Kar- 
shaka Sangham and its units/ 45 As these violent activities were 
effected under the leadership of the KPCC, the AICC dissolved 
it and oppointed an ad-hoc committee headed by Nandkeolyar 
in Kerala. 

There were forty-six accused in the Mattanur riot case 
(S. C. No. 3 of 1941). before the Sessions Court, North Malabar 
Division. Tellicherry. S. Kadir Muhammad Nainar. the Sessions 
Judge, found that the charge cf murder in respect of the death 
of the constable had not been proved against any of the accused 
charged with that offence. However. the accused like Kunnum- 
mal Pokkan and K. V. Kunhiraman Nambivar were sentenced 
to rigorous imprisonment for five years. The Judge acquitted 
nine accused ia this case and sentenced the other accused persons 
lo various terms of imprisonment.46 


Regarding the riot of Morazha, a murder case was insti- 
¡tuted against 34 accused in the Sessions Court, Tellicherry. 
K. P. R. Gopalan, the first accused in the Sessions case No. 
11/41, went underground and was arrested. only on 27 Max 
194], | v. M. Vishnu Bharatiyan, one of the founding fathers of 
the Karshaka Sangham in Malabar, was the first accused in the 
Ssions case No. 6/41 regarding the same riot. Ranganatha 
Acharya, the judge, stated in his judgment of 16 August 1941 that 
there was “no premeditation to kill” the police. In his reading 
the “situation was sudden and unforeseen and they must have 
t Control of their temper and proceeded to extreme lengih. “4? 
t of the 34 accused persons, twenty persons including K. P. R. 
Palan and Vishnu Bharatiyan were acquitted and fourteen 
Sons were convicted to various terms of imprisonment) ^7 
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defence committee had been organised by the public to q 
R efe 
the accused in these cases.48 

VS District Magistrate of Malabar requested the Hon 
Depariment to file an appeal in the Morazha riot case before Ü 
High Court.4 He also requested the Chief Secretary to Pry 
the Government for an appeal with some vigour “as the Mora 
Protest Day's rioting case has a political aspect.”50 He Critici, 
the court for not believing in toto of the evidence of certain wi 
nesses and remarked that "photographic reproduciion of the even 
Which took place could not reasonably be expected from wi 
ness."5! Tt reveals how the district authorities looked at the ca 
of a political nature. Actually, they desired that the courts shoy 
award condign punishments in such cases, in order to support i| 
executive in Suppressing the agitations against the Governmer 
The Government filed a criminal appeal before the High Coy 
The Court found K. P. R. Gopalan constructively guilty of bo 
murders by way of instigating the mob to attack the police 
Morazha riot and passed a sentence of death on him.52 

The verdict was a bolt from the blue which fell on all progre 

sive political and social movements in Kerala. (The frustrat 
working class and the intellectuals in Kerala demanded for t 
commutation of his sentence. A large number of representatio 
were made by different agencies, political bodies, Congr 
leaders, etc. from different parts of India to the Governor-Gener 
Governer and Government for this purpose.53 As usual, t 
Home Department was against the commutation of death senten 
on the ground that it would affect the ‘morale of the polit 
adversely. ^ However, under political pressure, the Govern 
considered the petitions of the aged parents and others and co! 
muted the death sentence into transportation for life.55 T 
political atmosphere in India and the international situati 
during the war had actually influenced the executive authority 
commute the death sentence in that case. Especially. it was 
period in which the imperialists were trying for a rapprochemé 
with the Indian Communits regarding the Indian affairs. In t 
situation, when the negotiation was going on, the British did ' 
wish to widen the cleavage by awarding capital punishment ja 
of the prominent leaders of that party. According to some WT! 


, : e 
even Mahatma Gandhi demanded a commutation of death 5 
hence in this case.56 — : 
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An analysis of the foregoing affairs undoubtedly reveals "a 


that the peasant movement in Malabar and their struggle for TENE 
liberating the se ton by the landed 
class were significant aspects of the nationalist movement in this 
region. Collaboration between the colonial government and the 
native landlordism was a historical inevitability, Therefore, the 
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peasant struggle was anti-imperialist and anti-feudal movement in 


its programme and ideology. “In colonial countries", stated 
Frants Fanon, the ideologue of Algerian revolution, “the peasants 
alone are revolutionary, for they have nothing to lose and every- 
thing to gain. e starving peasant, outside the class system, is 
the first among the exploited to discover that only violence pays. 
| For him there is no compromise, no possible coming to terms." 57 
| In Malabar also during this period the working class and the 
peasantry recognised violence as a political weapon, under the 
Communist leadership. On the one side their united movement was, 
in some respects, a class struggle and on the other it was a 
nationalist movement against imperialism. Needless to say, when 
the class struggle began to intensify, the nationalist movement 
also showed a corresponding intensification. 
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and Comintern Policy: 1920.39 (Princeton, 1971), pp. 268-9 
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Balaram, n. I, p. 80 
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There were 33 village level meetings and the following taluk level me 
tings of the Sangham: 

Chirakkal Taluk Sangham at Blathur (January 1939) 
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Palghat Sangham at Kannati (11 February 1939) 
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Kozhikkod Sangham at Mukkam (February 1939) 

Ponnani Sangham at Vaylathur (26 March 1939) 

Valluvanad Taluk Sangham at Pulamanthol (18 April 1939) k 
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nakara Menon, M.L.A., P. K. Moideen Kutty Sahib, M.L.A., 
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E. Kannan, M.L.A., K. Madhava Menon, M.L.C., P.I. Kunhammad 

Kutty Hajee, M.L.A., V. Gopala Menon, and Muhammad Abdura- 


himan Sahib, M.L.A. (G.O.P. 1666, Revenue, 5 July 1939.) 
32 G. O. Ibid. 


33 Namboodil ipad, n. 4, p. 169 


34 E. M. S. Nambooripad, How I became a Communist (Trivandrum, 1976) 
p. 211. 


35 Balaram, n. 1, p. 147 


36 K. P. Gopalan presided over the confabulation which was hosted by a 
tapper Vatavothe Apputty. The participants included: P. Krishna 
Pillai, E. M. S. Namboodiripad, A. K. Gopalan, P. Narayanan Nair, 
K. P. R. Gopalan, N. E. Balaram, E. P. Gopalan, C. H. Kanaran, 
Chandroth Kunhicaman Nair, Moyarath Sankaran Nambiar, M. K. 
Kelu, A. V. Kaunhambu, George Chatayamuri, P. V. KunhunniNair, 
William Snelex, Janardhana Shenoy, P. Gangadharan, P. K. Balakri- 
shnan, T. K. Raju, N. C. Sekhar, T. V. Achuthan Nair and K. A. 
Ke-aleeyan. Interview with K. A. Keraleeyan on 28 October 1977 at 
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(emphasis added). 
61 District Magistrate to the Home Secretary, 24 September 194 
82 G. O. n, 44, pp. 96-7 | l, Ti, 
53 Among such representations, 28 were forwarded to the 
General, 405 to;the Governor and 201 to the Government: n2 
54 Ibid. a 
ES Jbid. The convicted persons in these cases were released by th 
Ministry in 1946 € Cong, 
56 V. V. Kunhambu, Kayyur Samara Charithram, (Trivandru 
pp. 91-2. Also George Woodcock, Kerala, A Portrait o et m, 197, 
Coast (London, 1967), p. 246. However, no sources are sd en 
the concerned confidential files to this effect. Congress fad an 
C. K. Raghavan Nambiyar believe that there was no intery “a | 
this matter by Mahatma Gandhi. Interview with him on pi m 
1977,at his residence in Nileshwar Aug. 
Quoted by Hamza Alavi, “Peasants and Revolution” 
Gough and Hari P. Sharma, ed. Im 
Asia (New York, 1973), p. 293 
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CHAPTER THREE 


PEASANTRY IN KASARAGOD TALUK 


| Thefnationalist movement and the organised Struggles of 
the Malabar peasantry had been largely responsible fcr awakening 
the peasants in Kasaragod taluk of South Kanara district.1; The 
bulk of the population of this taluk consisted of Malayaleés who 
followed the customs and manners of the people of Malabar 


to Kasaragod also. In any way, the position of the peasants in 

this taluk was not better than that of their counterparts in Mala- 

bar. For a better understanding of their problems a brief acco- 

unt of the historical forces which differentiated the status of the 
| landlords in this taluk is desirable. 


NATURE OF LANDLORDISM 
m Kasaragod formed a part of traditional Kerala and was 
Included in the domains of the Kolathiri of Chiraklal. After the fall 
| the kingdom of Vijayanagar, the ruler of Ikkeri who came to 
| Power at Bednur extended his political sway over the northern 
; Tegion of Kolathunad consisting of Kasaragod. These rulers 
3 Never recognised the proprietorship of the soil as a right vested in 
4 the landholders and levied land-tax from the subjects not as 
Jévenue but as rent.? The same system was continued under the 
| Sdhinistration of Haider Ali and Tipu. The East India Company 
annexed this region to its government in 1799 after the Fourth 
Mysore War. - As it was a direct conquest by the Company from 
PU, its Government also practised the system of their predeces- 
018 and collected rent iristead of tax. 
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In Malabar, when the Company established its authority 
in 1792, there still remained many native rajas and the conquest 
was based on a partnership with them. Therefore, lands in 
Malabar continued to be the “private property' of native land. 
holders and in Kasaragod it became the ‘leasehold’ property of 
the people. The landlords in Kasaragod belonged to ordinary 
ryotwari pattadars and the assessment they paid to the Government 
was land-rent at a high rate.3 In the land registers the land was 
classified as ‘Sarkar’. Naturally the landlord was only a tenant 
or wargdar (the holder of a warg—a palm-leaf account of the lands 
allotted to a person). 

In Malabar all unoccupied land and forests belonged to 
thelandlords The reason usually given in support of this view 
was that Hindu polity which recognised private ownership in the 
soil survived longer in Malabar than in other parts of India. But 
in South Kanara including Kasaragod forest tracts etc. belonged 
exclusively to the Crown.  Sturrock, the author of the South 
Kanara District Manual, described the terrain of South Kanara 
as follows: 


South Kanara is essentially a forest district. The 
slopes of the western ghats from north to south 
clothed with dense forests of magnificent timber and 
the forest growths, stimulated by the heavy rainfall 
approach within a few miles of the coast.* 


There was scarcity of suitable land for agriculture. The practice 
was that the wargdars or muliwargs, farmers and ryots, were in 
the habit of encroaching the forest lands, clearing a part of the 
jungle and raising a temporary crop on it. When the crop was 
reaped this patch was abandoned and some other part was taken 
up. For that cultivation, they had been paying a small fee to the 
Government. Those patches are called kumris and the ‘lands 50 
desultorily cultivated are designated as Kumri lands. When the 
exploitation of Indian forests became an integral part of a colo- 
nial economy, the Government noticed the “chief evils of this 
crude system" of cultivation which contributed to the “destruction 
of valuable timber at present urgently required for ship-buildin£. 
and railways and rendering of land Enfit for coffee cultivation." 

The Government, therefore, restricted the Kumri cultivation 
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in virgin forests, cardamom and 
were not cultivated for 12 years an 


proceedings restricted the scope fo 


jonal means t i i : 
‘tivation of Kumi in Kem POPUIAtiOn by the traditional 
c Tin Kasaragod. It actually intensified the 
pressure on the cultivating lands already available. In the circum- 
stances, the wargdar demanded an exorbitant rent from his 
tenants. 

The land tenures prevailing in the southern portion of 
Kasaragod taluk were the same as those of North Malabar. A 
landlord was normally styled a janmi; Kanam was practically a 
mortgage and the verumpattam or chalageni was indistinguishable 
from the verumpattam of north Malabar.8 In South Kanara the 
mulgeni tenure (kanam) was eontrolled by the provisions of the 
Mulgeni Rent Enhancement Act, (Act XIII of 1920). The Malabar 
Tenancy Act of 1929 had not been extended to Kasaragod taluk. 
Therefore, a revision of rent was possible at any time by the 
landlord and practically, there was no fixity of tenure. 


LAND-REV ENU E 

The faulty system of land-revenue under the British 
Government was responsible for placing the peasants in a misera- 
ble condition. As the Government realised rent and not ‘revenue’ 
“from the landholders in this district, the rate was considerably hig- 
her than the rate that prevailed in Malabar.” In principle a tax 
on land was really a tax on the actual yield of that land. The sou- 
ndness of the principle is incontestable. The fluctuations in price 
had no effect on the incidence of tax as the payment was permiss- 
‘ible in kind according to custom. Even now the wages for certain 
'labourers connected with paddy cultivation, its harvest. ei 
iof coconuts, etc. are customarily paid in kind. But Vie kib 
‘tule the revenue was realised in cash. For the fixing na moua! 
the land was classified wet, garden and dry. is ad S cud 
‘and ragi were adopted as the standard crops for yes Pe irit 
dry respectively. The yield of an experimental àc pet 
` : mmutation ra 
Converted into money value at a fixed co 


š 
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deductions were allowed for vicissitudes of season and cultivation 
expense. The balance was treated as net profit derived by the 
ryot (wargdar) from his Jand and half of this was fixed as the 
dues to the Government. It was assumed that the land-hloders were 
the direct cultivators of their holdings. Including the expenses 
everything was based on commutation of the value of the commo. 
ditv produced. In the last re-settlement of this taluk the average 
price of the last twenty years, faslis 1323-42, (1913-32) were 
calculated which resulted in an increase of 84 per cent of the 
commutation price in the previous settlement.'? However, the 
price of the commodity is not guaranteed by the Government. 
Naturallv. a fall in the price of produce like paddy, pepper, 
coconuts. etc. below the commutation price adversely affected the 
wargdar and mace his position critical. In such a situation the 
wargdar took all possible steps to get more rent from his property 
by leasing it to the highest bidder. There was nothing to prevent 
him from this action. A leading lawyer analysed the situation 
in the following words: 


In that event the rent is apt to cease to be fair. 
Whnt is worse, when the market falls far below the 
commutation price adopted at the settlement, the 
share of the produce that must go towards the 
revenue rises as it must rise proportionately. Its 
repercussions must tell on the tenant. That is to say, 
when the land-revenue becomes oppressive the land 
rent becomes necessarily oppressive. It is a vicious 
circle.'' 


In fact, the impact of the colonial land-revenue system on land: 
lords and peasants in South Kanara was disastrous. as it was 
everywhere else. But historical process varied from region V 
region. | 

The cultivable lands in Hosdrug sub-taluk had been posse 
sed by a few land-lords among whom 18 landowners paid mor 
than Rs. 5000 per annum as land-reveue.'? Actually, these lan" 
lords and the intermediaries monopolised the land and collabo” 
ated with the British raj. They continued illegal exactions Tuk" 
Vasi, Nuri and Mukkal from their tenants. They also compe 
their tenants to pay several feudal levies on festivals like 
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i f such levie . 
d vishu. Some o | harjoit 
ontracts and they were compulsory payments.‘? The ied gia 
quis system of absentee landlordism was thus assessed: pact of 


The lot of the vast majority of tenants is certainly 

not a happy one. He has no fixity of tenure: and 

he has no incentive to improve the land. He mus: 

quit the land at the whim or caprice of the tana 
lord. It may be that if the landlord is wise he will 
not generally turn out a tenant who is regular in 
the payment of his dues. But the dependence on 
the landlord for the continuity of his daily bread 
tends to dwarf and stunt his soul and rob him of 
that free outlook on life which is so necessary to the 
advancement ofa nation. It does not conduce to 
the healthy development of any country that any 
of its members should live in an atmosphere of 
dependence.'^ 


The coercive measures adopted by the revenue authorities 
for the realisation of land-revenue always became detrimental 
to the interests of peasants. By persuading a village headman 

‘who normally belonged to a landed family, a landlord can tach 
standing or harvested crops for revenue arrears and sell them in 
public auction. Even in free India, the small farmers were put to 
innumerable difficulties when the revenue recovery rules were en- 
forced against them for realising the revenue payable by the land- 
lordsin this district. This can be explained by an example. A land- 
lord has to remit asum of Rs. 1,000 to the Government as revenue. 
Hispatta or holding is comprised of wastelands and wetlands. All 
usufructs and standing crops of that holding are liable for attach- 
ment towards the revenue arrears. The revenue officials could 
distrain the standing crops even in one or two survey numbers 
for the entire arrears. Although the tenants in possession of those 
plots had paid their rent to the landlord, oF pattadar, ie 
crops are not exempted from attachment. However, = d 
realised from them by the off icials could be Te ok = d 
future rent. Such rules placed the tenants always under the = 
the local officials and the respective landi 


ords. These evils were 
.` ra. 
particularly found in the ryotWar system of South Kana 
29 
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was no certainty that the tenant could harvest his Crops. An atta, 
chment for realisation of arrears of revenue brought 


considerat, 
loss to him. 


Such practices were justified by the courts. Ina Particula 


case, the lower court decided that Section TI of Madras Act II a; 
1864 did not empower the revenue authorities to distrain Latherag 
products in the possession of a tenant for arrears of reven 


ue an 
referred the matter to the Madras High Court. They decideg that 
"the products liable to distraint are the products of the defaulter, 
land, though such 


products may belong to the tenant `` However 
the High Court recognised the right 


of the tenant to deduct 
the value of the same from the rent then due or thereafter to be- 


come due to the landlord. on account of the land on Which the 
products were grown. 15 


ts Of the peasants 
and national aw eness 

organisatio, . ` Of socie h rin 

. Bànisatig th; . 


IS taluk K first village to witness 

inay was T 

Vellur, Peralam, pu uo op is Tangan qe oran 
Organisational wá — and K ta ed the villages o 


kat. Th 1 ip in 
Š S giv € leadership 
an en b à 
Pari “nhikannan, Elachi Ka ki Unhambu and others. 'š 
n 


Y Participated ; ambjar, "s T. v. Sankaran Master. 
Other villa "à ted n TOmot; Iruvitti] Krishnan and other 
* a this taluk. Ng the Sang am in Kotakkat and 


re 
ttended by +. "ipd Of the Peasants was convene? 
Sana Of three TS, the vine Sant, in pom This was the fit 
Baniseq i age 


its op Saragod taluk. Within? 
A each Village the PCC and Katshak' 
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" ted a good number of peasants in the Congress and Sangham 
4 united them against imperialism and landlordism. This was 
emergence of political corrseTousness at mass level in this reg- 
l ion. The formation of the Kasaragod Taluk Karshaka Sangham 
was mainly due to the leadership given by K. A. Keraleeyan, A.V. 
Kunhambu, Vishnu Bharatiyan, V. V. Kunhambu, T. S. Tiru- 
mumbu, N. S. Namboodiri, and K. Madhavan.17 They were, 
later joined by several local leaders like K. Kunhikannan 
p, Ambu Nair, N. Narayana Varier, T. V. Kunhambu and others. 
The first conference of the Kasaragad Taluk Karshaka Sangham 
was convened in 1937, at Kanhangad and it was presided over by 
K. P. R. Gopalan. 18 By 1938, the local secretaries like M. Nara- 
yanan Nair (Kilaikkot), A. V. Govindan (Kamballur), 
K.V. Chandrasekharan (Pilicode, M. C. Ambadi (Thuruthi), 
M. Ambadikunhi (Puliyannur), P. Kunhambu (Andole) and 
E, C. Pokkan (Mayyicha) of different units of the Karshaka Sang- 
ham actively participated in promoting the Sangham in their 
espective villages.19 
Meanwhile, the peasant associations, Congressmen and 
ngress Socialists, jointly sponsored an agitation for joining - 
Kasaragod taluk with Malabar district. The president of 
that politically-oriented movement was M. K. Nambair. A 
conference regarding this agitation was convened at Nileshwar in 
April 1938. It was presided over by Abdur Rahiman Sahib, the 
| eminent KPCC leader and inaugurated by Minister Kongattil 
Rama Menon. The Conference was a landmark regarding the 
tenancy problems in Kasaragod taluk. A resolution was moved ST 
by K. Madhavan, (recommending permanent occupancy rights to 
the tenants in this region; Some of the members of the Gandhi 
Sengham (followers of Ellen ideology) belonging to landed 
Mistocracy objected to the introduction of this resolution. How- 
Ver, the resolution was passed as it was supported by the 
“Ongress Socialists like Kodoth Narayanan Nambiar, K. Kunhi- 
#man Nambiar and others. These supporters themselves belonged 
9 landed families.2? It is a good example for the conservative 
"làracter of the landed class in the Congress who always insisted 
5 Y for a conservative agararian programme. However, the other 
Yup in the landed aristocracy who belonged to the Congress 


3 lalists Supported the radical programme in agrarian problems. 
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They sacrificed their class interest and stood for common wi 
ntry. ! š ' : 
of the peasantry ment associated with the national. 


The agrarian move ' : | 
movement became more intensified in Hosdrug sub-taluk durin, 
the end of 1938. /The activities of the Abhinava Bharat Yuvay 


Sangham and the Karshaka Sangham succeeded E uniting th 
working-class and promoting a Strong nationa ist sentimen 
among them. The Yuvak Sangham started a series Of nigh 
elasses for teaching political developments m the country n 


joint conference of the Yuvak Sangham and Karshaka Sangham; 
2 October 1938, at Kovval in Cheruvathur. 2, 


was organised on | 
Some of the members of the Gandhi Sangham demonstrated with 


black flags in front of the conference. But they were threatened 
by the members of the Karshaka Sangham and forced t| 
run away. ve 

In December, as a counterpart of the Malabar activities of, 
the Sangham, a jatha consisting of 130 peasants marched from 
Olavara in South Trikaripur to Mangalore to present a memoran. 
dum to the District Collector. | This well-known march had taken 
place under the leadership of T. S. Tirumumbu, president of th 
Kasaragod Taluk Karshaka Sangham. The jatha was seen off by 
A. V. Kunhambu and K. A. Keraleeyan, the leaders of the 
Malabar Karshaka Sangham. K. Madhavan attended as a pil 
member to this jatha for arranging food and accommodation fo 
its members. The treasurer was Koyyan Kunhikannan.?? Th 
memorial presented by them is a landmark in the history 0 
peasant organisation. “The memorialists wanted the prohibi 
tion of illegal extortions and demanded for the extension 
of the proposed tenancy legislation to Kasaragod taluk. They 
also demanded for separation of Kasaragod taluk from South 
Kanara and its amalgamation with Malabar on account of th 
linguistic problems faced by the Malayalees who formed 72 pé 
cent of the population of the taluk?3 l 


KOTAKKAT CONFERENCE J 

In January 1939, it was decided to host the fourth ann 
conference of the Yuvak Sangham and the second annual conf 
ence of the Kasaragod Taluk Karshaka Saugham at Kotakke! 
Separate reception committees were organised for this purP 
The reception committee to the Yuvak Sangham functioned un 
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5 ¿4 Sankaran 
; bi with T. V. à 

a E. Narayanan. Nam ikrishnan 
` le presidency o À T. S. Tirumumbu and P. C. yp ception 
gne the President and Secretary of t 


nnual conference 
committees wa resided over by 


Sangha ed 
A arsa “ah (Andhra) and inaugurated by Mohan 


ce of the Karshaka 
. Abdur Rahiman Sahib, M. [^ pe: a eat 6f 
'Sangham took place on i s. He was given 

nga, the general secretary of the AIKS. 

a scm lese by peasants and workers at .Cheruvathur 
erm station.2 The conference of the Karshaka d aa 
inaugurated by Moidu Moulavi, an eminent KPCC ea sa x 
audience were entertained by the well-known theatrical pertorm 
Ince, Pattabakki. The leftist leaders like A. K. Gopalan, 
lp. Krist Pii, K. A. Keraleeyan, P. Narayanan Nair and 
IK. P. R. Gopalan also attended the meeting.?9 f 
| ! A women's conference was arranged on this occasion. 
"The women belonging to the working class and peasant families 
(Pparticipated in this meeting in hundreds.| It was also attended by. 
he aristocratic Nayar ladies in that arca. Their participation 
and inter-dining highly popularised the movement. A common 
pfeast was arranged on that occasion for all participants. This 
had its own significance in.a rural atmosphere where caste 
Tormalities had been Strictly observed so far and inter-dining was 
j[Rot permitted. Therefore, the conference broke the barriers. of 


dfcaste and tradition and declared the solidarit 


y of the working 
elass at least on the spur of the moment. The programme er 
ygenter-dining was based on the constructive act 


1 L ivities of Gandhiii 
#Several inter-dining commit i in thi 
pou g mittees i already existed in this 
| These developments gradually 
between the landlords and peasants. 
l ord and tenant”, stated the Malabar 
in ari have of long become strained 
hould be put on a proper footin 
| 8 AS soon as possible” 
° ba Ssible.”'29 
| asa of these peasant agitations, the ndis min d 
; “eo of the proposed bill to the villages S pe 
agiri river and the villages of Bedadka and “awata à 
adka 
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in the north"? Suchan extension of the bill Was high, 
objected to by the landlords of this taluk. y 

The Sangham continued its struggle, not only against ü 
landlords but also against the imperialist Government. Sew. 
ral units of the KPCC were strengthened for this purpose. 
places where the landlords evicted tenants under the court decr 
they could not find persons to cultivate such land by the INterven, 
tion of the Sangham. In some cases the Sangham WOrken 
objected to the harvest under the court decrees and even face 
criminal prosecution thereby. 

During the world war the activities of the Sangham as 
anti-imperialist organisation reached its highest stage] The ideo. 
gical change among the peasant leaders during 1940 made the Sang. 
ham a militant organisation. Following the riots in Malabar On 
Anti-Repression Day, the Kasaragod Sangham was banned by the 
police under the Defence of India Rules. However, during th 
ban, its units functioned actively and initiated anti-war campaign 
even in remote villages. / As such, class struggle and nationalist 
movement came to a close affiliation under the Communit 
leadership in Kerala. Even in underground they activised the 
mass agitation aginst imperialsm. They deviated 
from the Gandhian way of non-violence. Their ideology was 
based on the theory of armed uprisings and revolutionary war 
by the proletariat. erefore, militant role of the Sangham 
under the influence of the Communist ideology (Marxist-Leninist 
ideology) finally contributed to the Kayyur riot. | In many 
respects this riot was a significant episode in the history of th 
peasant struggle and the nationalist movement in Kerala.) 


in toto’ 
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9) Kizhakkam Kot Tantri (Madikkai), 10) Cherippadi (Hosdrug), 
14) Mavila (Hosdrug), 15) Iriyal Kesava Tantri (Pullur), 16) Matiyan 
Kulom Kshetrapala Devaswam, 17) Alathati Malur (Belur). 18) Kattur 
(Panathadi), etc. (Compared from the land records, Taluk Office, 
Hosdrug.) 

13 Report of the Malabar Tenancy Committee, 1940, Chapter VI. 

14 M. K. Nambir, evidence, n. 10. 

15 Krishna Chadaga Vs Govinda Adiga, 12 April 1894, Indian Law 
Reports: Madras Series, Vol. XVII, p. p. 404-5 

16 See chapter two. 

17 Interview with K. Madhavan, President, Kanhangad Panchayat, on 
22 August 1977 at his office, Kanhangad. 

18 Interview with A. V. Kunhambu on 25 August 1977 at Karivellur 

19 Report of the Malabar Tenancy Committee, 1940, (evidence), II 

20 Interview, n. 17. 

21 Diary of Koyyan Kunhikannan of Kotakat commencing from 1 
August 1938. This was produced before the court in the Kayyur 
riot case in 1941. The diary begins with the slogan, ““Inquilab 
Zindabad”. 

22 Interview with T. Subarahmanian Tirumumbu on 22 August 1977, at 
his residence in Pilicode. Also with K. A. Keraleeyan, A. V. Kunhambu, 
K. Madhavan and Koyyan Kunhikannan. 

23 Memorial of 8 December 1938. See Appendix 1. On this occasion, 
M. K. Vellodi, the Collector of South Kanara issued a public leaflet 
warning the people against the militant activities of the Sangham and 
requsted them not to join the association. 

24 Kunhikannan, n. 21, diary of 1 January 1939. 

28 According to Kunhikannan, the diarist, 3000 men and 300 women 
participated in the reception. 

28 Ibid 
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27 Some of the women participants from this group were Param: h 
Antarjanam (Mrs. N. S. Namboodiri), P. C. Karthyayanikutty Fèl, 
(Mrs. T. S. Tirumumbu), Chenan Veettil Lakshmi Amm 


: . Š ma and Puthi 
Payyatakkan Valiya Veettil Lakshmi Amma. Interview with p Q 
Karthyayanikutty Amma on 22 August 1977 at her residence ` 
Pilicode. In 


28 Chayyoth Inter-dining Committee (Nileshwar II) was orgainsed Unde, 


29 Re etme qf. ATS. Kanan Nair. 1940, I, Chapter IX. 
30 Ibid, 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


EXPERIMENT IN VIOLENCE 


THE BACKGROUND OF KAYYUR 


Most of the people of Kayyur village lived on agriculture. 4 

Many of them were illiterate peasants and agricultural labourers., “1A | 
A large number of them belonged to the Tiya community. In [^^ 
sócial set-up, the position of the members of this caste was lower dla. ' 
than that of a Nair tenant or labourer. However, as peasants (' ,' PET 
their grievances were identical. They cultivated’ their lease-land ka 7 - 
and did agricultural work for others. Therefore, they were ^"^" | 
peasants as well as agricultural labour TS. A good number of 
the peasants of this village came under she classification of semi- 
proletarians or dwarf-holders. Except a few families, they had 
no capital to invest even in their small farming. They either 
owed money at a high rate of interest or sold their commodi- 
fies in advance at a reduced price. Another usual practice iñ the 
village was “paddy-lòan”. In that system a peasant who borrowed 
10 paras paddy from a rich peasant or landowner for agricultural 

pense it June-July, gave baek 13 Paras in October after harvest. 
Although this was a traditional practice the rate of interest can 
calculated to 120 p. c. per annum. 
There was tio mótórable road to this village even from 
railway station or town. The only means of cónimunica- 
‘between outside and this village was the river Karyankod in 
hich cóuntry-craft was used for transport. The only educational 

titation was a prinrary school run by á private agency where 
three R's were taught up to third standard? Even that 
ity was ñót properly utilised by thë children belonging to the 
anit families as the children helped their parents in agricuftural 
. Thése who desired for upper priniary education had to go 

ér fò Nitèshiar or Trikaripur sitdated at a distance of TO atid 
5 miles réspectively. After leavitig the primary school sòme 
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of them went for physical training in traditional Kalar: | 
Generally Tiya male members had to perform a ty NY ten, 
dance known as Purakkali during the Puram festival] alistio ta 
dances physical training in Kalari was an essential regui For N 

The Tiyas have their own separate shrine in p, Meng 
known as Kayyur Mundya. Some important folk a Villas, 
goddesses are propitíated there. It is purely a Dravidian 
Although the priest and other officials of the shrine belo . 
Tiya community, its trustees were Nair landlords like Kune 
Pulingatan and Venga houses. There were several bru. 
in Tiya community and some sections were treated infer à 
others in social status. For instance, the members belon Pig 
Vavu, and Pekkata groups were not permitted to Participa? : 
the temple duties like Koottayi.4 The festivals like Bice a 
Pattu are occasioris when the whole village meet together 
‘such occasions villagers used to come to Kayyur even fx 
outside to participate in those festivals. T N 

Caste rules were very rigid in those days for each 
nity. Even for minor offence regarding caste the members: wen 
excommunicated for a prescribed period, their contributions t 
their temple were turned down and such families were denied the 
purificatory cloth known as Vannathi Mattu.5 Although the Tiya 
have their own traditional organisations like Stanam, Arai 
Kazhakam as their centres of worship in this region, such centre 
functioned only as religious institutions.» However, these Organ 
Sations created the preliminary background for a social organi 
sation as it gave them an occasion to claim the membership 
one Kazhakam, conisting of several villages, on the basis d 
caste. 

z was usual in many other villages in this region, a 
group of bonded labourers existed in Kayyur also. They 
slaves of the landlords generation after generation. They beló 
to Mavilan, Pulayan and Cheruman and” other dep 
communities. Throughout the year they worked in the soil 
the landlords like animals. They were untouchables and alw8 
known after the family name of their landlords. They were 
or exchanged along with the landed properties of the landlord 
an Instrument of production. Much cruelty had been ai 
towards these slaves by the landlords and several oral tradi 
exist with regard to the atrocities perpetrated on the slaves 


idian shu 


cominy. 
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|] pMERGENCE OF POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS 

E The idea of nationalism and the struggle for freedom had 

3 ot reached the common man who lived in remote villages in this 

jo jon before 1934. “There was earlier a village unit of Indian 

| National Congress at Potavur in Kayyur. However, this was 

Ps not an active unit. When the CSP of Kerala decided to propa- 

V ate the ideas of nationalism among the villagers, like many other " 
iyillages of Kerala Kayyur was also awakened by the movement. (w 

i Karshaka Sangham Jae 


. . s bol 
illage, over a piece of 


? 


, V. V. Kunhambu, M. V. Narayanan, 
i » Elachi Kannan, Koyyan 
yana Varier, Pariyarath Krishnan Nair 
and Potora Kelu Nair. All of them were from outside Kayyur. < 

he members who attended from Kayyur were T. V. Kunhambu, 2 | 
. P. Vellunga, P. T. Ambadikunhi, Kotakkal Valappil Raman, 
angattaruvath Chandan, Churikkatan Krishnan Nair, m 
. M. Kannan Panikkar, Neelambath Kannan, Raman Panikkar 
and Malayaruthu Veluthambadi. \ They represented different Nu 

4 


ngham was organised in the same meeting with t M. Kannan 


anikkar, as Secretary and Malayaruthu Veluthambadi as presi- 
: (Most of the members of the Congress unit became the 


| embers of the Sangham.'?) In fact, the nationalist organisation 
ud class asso 


ke ciation were (ánited together for a comprehensive 
| gramme Of action. These units actively participated in 
p sanisationa] Work 


in -Kayyur under the leadership of 
`: Kunhambu, K. p. Vellunfa, P. T. Ambadikunhi, T. V. alias 
d Unhiraman and T. Pokkayi. A good number of members 

° enlisted in both organisations even from remote places of the 


! - te 
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le to elevate the prestige d 
The Kayyur Sangham sey 
h marched to Mangalore ^ 
| to the District Collector, in Decembe 
irst time in their lives that the peasants i 


«ed their strength as a united body. [s landlord; 
Kayyur realised the! even under the decree of court] The 
now dared to evict nes there would not be anybody to plough 
landlords already knew ted plot for them. They also knew thy 
or cultivate such E. the peasants by prohihiting V annnijj 
Figs po the traditional manner. On the contrary, th 
recalcitrant landlords who had incurred the displeasure Of the 
Sangham were subjected to social ostracism and boyeotting by th 
barbers and washermen.'2 [The activities of the Sangham furthe 
extended to a “no revenue’ campaign. The Sangham and th 
Congress Socialists asked the people “not to pay land revenu 
and at the time of attachment and distraint to cause as much 
obstruction as possible to the authorities”.13 Such an Organised 
opposition on the part of the peasantry was started against tht 
authorities in this region. The role of the Kayyur peasants ii 
these matters was not insignificant. 


It was the traditional practice 
1 : that 
Kayyur. shrine kept th the trustees of th 


€ ornaments of t iti eil 
custody.» Donations to he deities under th 


a whole in Kayyur. 
to the jatha whic 


village. These effort 


the peasants as 


; tes 
eight delega 
present a se f 
1938.11 This was te 


PCC decided to tra; of the S 
ë ec ib 
of self dete O train a Vou a a ond World War, 


for 25 Persons w Ongress Voluntee ind officers as a m 


r Officers’ training cam! 
Were given in nduceed at pan. raining 
elc. by the C the camp on Ing. ^ IKkara. Extension lecto 


ndi » a 
Cialis ICS, intern affa! 
er that trainin t lea ers.1s , ational 
r 


re š gram f | l 
Volunteers’ uni Organiseq in is Village units consisting ' 
IN route march ina dri Sid bone; In Kayyur als?’ 
ill, 6 l “4 j 
š * route bian d pi ar 
i CN Of these volun 


40 


Scanned by CamScanner 


" periment in violence 
recruited from the Congress and Karshaka Sangham members, 
in khaki Shorts and shirts and holding lathis Was a new scene for 
the villagers. The volunteers shouted slogans agaist British 
imperialism, landlordism and iilega] exactions like Vasi,. Nuri 
- and Mukkal. 
Following the outbreak of ihe war the activities of such 
volunteer corps were banned by the Government under the 
Defence of India Rules. . Therefore, the volunteer units were 
dissolved by the KPCC. However, demonstrations Were organised 
in Kayyur by the members of the KPCC and Karshaka Sangham 
against the Fascist War, imperialism and the collection of war- 
fund. When the Revenue Divisional Officer of Puttur halted at 
Chervathur to promote collection towards war-fund the Karshaka 
Sangham made a big demonstration before him and shouted 
slogans against imperialism and the war.17 
The Indian political scene had been now facing a crisis. 
À section of the Congress Socialists thoroughly dissatisfied with 
the Gandhian Way oí individual Satyagraha against war. This 
Section decided to embrace Communism and accelerate the 
national cause through violence if necessary) Ihe Anti-Repression 
Day of 15 September 1940, under the leadership of the Communi- 
Sts marked a new chapter in the history of the struggle for 
| fteedom in Kerala. ) On this occasion the organisational work 
Of the Karshaka Sangham aad its uaiis were banned by the police 
under the Defence of India Rules.!9 The KPCC was also dissolved 
"1 account of its violent activities by the Central Committee. 
Prominent Communist leaders now went underground and 
‘ome of them took sheiter in Hosdrug ialuk. The police were in 
arch of them, including K. P. R. Gopalan, the first accused in 
Orazha riot case. hen the Sangham was banned and the 
“Bislative measure fora tenancy act was suspended, the landlords / 
again found an occasion to take repressive measures against their 
nants and members of the Sangham) 
This Political situation had really an impact on Kayyur. 
Pie Were also some significant developments i the lanj an 
‘Village, One of them was a secret meeting of a tou selecte 
| Ko Communists in the house ol eee 
Kot in Kayyur, This was attended by P. $ sa ge pope the 
“Tan leader of Indian Communist Party.” la that meeting 
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The Kayyyy rig 
l 


role of the Communists in the contem porary political situ 
explained to the participants and it was decided to org 
Communist cells, one at Kayyur under T. V. Kunhamb 
other at Kookkot under P. T. Ambadi Kunhi in Kayyu 
These two cells were responsible for further political a 
Kayyur including propagation of Marxism-Leninism. 


RESISTANCE TO LANDLORDISM 


(Meanwhile, the local landlords 
Oppressive measures against their tenants 
Palayi, a place.on the Opposite bank o 
T village, is a typical example for this 
Tandalath Ambadi who cultivated a pa 


as Palayi 44 was evicted und 
H 


ation Way 
anise tw, 
u and 

r Village, 
CllVities à 


in Nileshwar Unleashe 
. The harvest case from 
f Kayyur, in Nileshw, 
kind of oppression On| 
ddy field at a Place know 
Visions of a Court decre 
S Crops ready for harvey 


Such a 
ggled so far.21 When the 


er the pro 
to reap hi 


trict Magistrate 


> Mangalore. 
developments 


| These 
Strength ofa United peasa 


the local landiords. 
those landlor 
without furt 


emonstration t after this Incident resolved !: 
Measures of € Govern T against the oppressi" 

arch 1941, about ment and its war-time activities. On W 
uniform nducted a In mufti ang Some of them 
Cells.23 


emonstratio n i ; 
y shouted the following eg Tg W 
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Let British Rule Perish! sini 
Let Landlordism Perish! 
Let Peasants Succeed! 
Let Revolution Succeed! 
Let Soviet Rule Triumph! 
Do not Pay Rent! 
Do not Join the Army! 
Do not Contribute to the War-fund! 


Further, they demanded the release of the remanded persons in 
Morazha and Mattanur cases.2 Being Communists, they were 
loyal to the ideology of Marxism-Leninism, the philosophy of the 
. working class. ` Thus, they shouted slogans for triumph of the + ey 
| Soviet Union, the first state established by the peasants and ` sana 
'workers. The transformation of an illiterate and oppressed 
| vasantry jn a remote village like Kayyur into a group of politi+ 
—ily motivàted freedom fighters is an interesting study for the 
| students Of history. 
| When the jatha was on the march, the Revenue Inspector 
of Nileshwar was at Kayyur on an enquiry of a petition by one 
Kuttu Kannan in connection with a crop distraint. He was 
much.infuriated on seeing the march and shouting of slogans. 
In the evening, on. his way back to Nileshwar, he again. witnessed 
` the same jatha at Kookkot shouting anti-imperialist slogans. He 
| noted down the names of the leaders and the next day reported 
| the unlawful procession organised by them to the higher authorir 
ties. He also gave a statement to the Sub-Inspector of Police, 
Hosdrug, who charged a case against the leaders of the jatha 
under the Defence of India Rules.25 On the basis of the charge- 
| Sheet the District Magistrate, Mangalore, issued warrants of 
rest against T. V. Kunhambu, K. P. Vellunga, K. V. (Koyi- 
| thattu Valappil) alias T. V. Kunhiraman, Choorikkatan Krishnan 
Nair (now known as C. K. Nambiar), P. T. Ambadikunhi and 
Koyithattil Chirukandan and Koyithattil Valappil Raman.2* 
fto On 26 March, a police constable (Govindan Nambiar, 409) 
m Chandera out post visited Kayyur to inform the Potail 
3 Harding the warrants in respect of the above accused- and 
Cain their whereabouts. The Sub-Inspector had already 
d him that he should arrive Kayyur at midnight im 8 
fly craft to arrest thse persons mentioned in the warrants. 
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ko co 


The Ka 


anned such a trap against the loca] ç 
110 


When the police pl 
the party cell also took Certain 4 My 
à se À 


leaders in Kayyur 


(oy | party cell in 
| 8 w he arrived 1 
ultimate intention © 


colonial government. ma 
to execute its order.” These proceedings were kept top ln 
e 


Some of the Communists Were asked to remain in a teg sh 
the river bank at Kaikkalattip in Kayyur and keep vigil sd 
the arrival of a police contingent. gay 
h The police constable who had been sleeping in the Verandg 
è » of the Potail's house was stabbed by the Communist. But as 
qe ° constable was awoke, he was only wounded on his elbow, Ts 
village peon who also slept there wrongly identified the assailn 
as Madathil Appu. The police contingent under the Sup 
Inspector arrived Kayyur at 3 A. M. in a country craft. Whe 
they heard of the attempt om the life of the constable, the 
rushed to the tea shop of Madathil Appu, accompanied by tk 
Village Peon, Narayanan Nair The Communists, deputed for 
watching the arrival of the po 
and were awakened only by the unexpec 
` they were beaten severely by the police, none of them co 
be arrest as they escaped by flight. Madathil Appu an 
K. P. Vellunga were severly wounded in this action. The villag 
carried Vellunga on their shoulders to his house.28 The p° 
could arrest in the course of the night only T. V. Kunhan 
and K. V. alias T. V. Kunhiraman, the two accused in the 
and took them to Hosdrug. 

By 27th morning the news spre 
Communists and the unprovoked lathicharge 
persons in the tea shop. The party workers and t ting 
the surrounding villages decided to hold a protest vl uf. 
demonstration on 28th afternoon at Pookandam '" 
underground Communist leaders arranged sma 
peasants and workers to be sent to Kayyur 
villages.?? 


ad of the arrest of ^ 


against the slee 
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grENTS LEADING TO THE RIOT 
On 28th, ther2 was again th» presence of police Constabl 

to Kayyur to hold » 


Subbarg: 
0 : ; Am araya, from Chand 
had a leading role in the lathichatge at the tea ion, Ë ~ ann 
he was in the Nilgiris and was dismissed fur disolsndio iously 


nce, under 
the D. T. R. Only a few weeks ago he was reinstated at 
Therefore, he had no occas Chandera. 


i . ion to understand the prevailin 
political trends in the villages in and around which isl been 


politically awakened with revolutionary ideas. This particular 
constable, after completing the inquest, also tarried to serve a 


| summons on One Modavan Ambu, a tea shop keeper, who had 
| not renewed his licence for running the shop. After serving the 


summons he waited for his return journey in a nearby shop.?? 
The procession holding red flags bearing a symbol of 
sickle and hammer assembled at Pookandam about 1 P. M. It 
was addressed by Choorikkatan Krishnan Nair, (a young boy) 
Aboobucker and others. Then they marched to Cheriyakara 
shouting slogans like “Inguilab Zindabad, Let British Rule Perish, 


. Let Landlordism Perish and Let Soviet Rule Triumph". There 


were about 200 members in the procession of whom about 100 
were volunteers dressed in khaki uniforms and carried lathis. 
Aboobucker held the Karshaka Sangham flag or “Yathra flag’. 
On their return march they saw the police constable. The young- 
sters in the group demanded him to join the jatha and hold the 
flag. Persons like Madathil Appu recognised him as one who 
had brutally beaten them at the tea shop. When the constable 
Objected to join the jatha, the members threatened to manhandle 
him. He was compelled to hold the flag. The ni hg SU c 
jatha with a police constable in uniform was a Xem pon or 
the participants. When the procession reached Edat il Ka “w 
the constable tried to escape from that humiliating situa E 
He broke the flag-stick and beat one Palayi Kottan who was Ju 


i r t t f ` time, 


“ame from the opposite direction WI | Aon 
ferry. As the siis had been Be a uta cie 
unhambu Nair tried to stop him. As the 
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ut 


steep hillock on one sida. 
ong the foo" en yon un away. ' de ang th 
he could not r y. Thea a a 


eda 
Jace other a m 
Fan river 0 w he constable and the volunteers and the fon! 
i E into the water with the hope of SWimmi,” 


was forced to iom mob pelted him with stones and li pt 
4 
drowned.°' hi development the procession melted a 
e di sup assembled in front of the Fa. ay, 
: A brief speech was made by Choorikk of 
Madathil App": uested the members ala 
Krishnan Nair in which he request a S tO meet y 
cht and not to be afraid of any thing. € encouraged them b, 
m that they could resist the police by violence and Peltin, 
| M» stones at them.??. But no meeting took place for discussing í 
Ji future programme. Actually many of them went underground z 
The Potail sent a first information report to the Suh 
Magistrate regarding the riot only in the following morning, 4 
forest guard in Eleri village who passed by that way heard of tl 
news from a boatman and reported the news regarding the rig 
by the Karshaka Sangham to the police. At that time the polie 
officers were in Mangalore and other places on offical duties, So 
there was a delay of several hours to start an enquiry. 


THE DAYS OF TERROR 


An armed police contingent left Nileshwar at 4. 30 A. M. 
der by a country boat for Kayyur. They found the dezi 
ke dis eee floating in the river at Kanyada, one mile t 
Kayyar the sp Kinanoor temple. When the police came t 
neighbouring kontan the village deserted and the villagers gone t' 
Magistrate of South Ka, take shelter”. On 30th the Distr 
Maintenance of ] anara also visited the village to see to th 

aw and order situation. A force of 30 resen: 


wo 
Consists of mis of Malabar Special Police (one plato" 


ing vi members) were i i alont 
waqa. ng villages Were also stationed in Kayyur a 
kept under proper vigilance” 


empora ; 

Centres of Hosa TY Police ¢ i pec 

sa amps w differt 
The de ug sub-taluk. PS were organised in 


Ka YS of te ; l 
$ ip MAL in Es continued for several weeks not onl) j 
desired à nut] that ur Villages. To prepare a C". 

not : s 1 
some Politica] Casy for the police, 3 T 
motives also. First they ha 
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Exp 


st the accused and find out « 

E police and the authorities 

dq ress the Communist and K 
ik. Therefore, they j 


Proper” 


a had not participated cither 


| The Potails were specifically aske 
| imperialists and radical elements 
| 


in the jat 
d by the 


not finding out such 
proper" persons.38 The persons who refused to give tainted 
evidence in favour of the Prosecution Were 


and its workers. Some of the 
toan association known as 
trace the accused who belonged toa different “political ideology. 
Some police constabies even took bribes from the villagers for 
not impleading them in the case.40 They were fed at the expense 
of the villagers from whom rice, chicken, Coconut, milk, etc. were 
extorted without payment. The revenue officials in the villages 
also helped them in such extortions. Even official reports stated 
that there were several allegations against the police.41 Further, 
the police guarded against the reporting of any news in the daily 
papers regarding their excesses.42 C. K. Raghavan Nambiar, 
President, Hosdrug Taluk Congress Committee and President, 
Nileshwar Panchayat, sent a report 


against the police excesses 
in the villages to the concerned officers like Dy. Superintendent 
of Police. A news regarding this representation was published in 


the Mathrubhumi by Vellur P. K. Nanu Nambiar, its correspon- 
dent, Nileshwar. He was severely beaten up by the Malabar 

Pecial Police, for this ‘wickedness’. The correspondent was 
urther asked to report every day in the police camp at Chervathur. 

Sainst such police excesses the Mathrubhumi, the daily which 
always Supported the nationalist cause, wrote a leader. 

, Ina situation like that complaints were raised by the 
Villagers against the oppression and atrocities of the police and 
the Village officials. When several allegations were made s aed 
* Malabar Special Police they tried to shift the e am 
Such misdeeds upon Potails. Further, the police officals qim 
the vi lagers and even recorded their statements sime 

age officials and forwarded them to the revenue au 


local Congr 
Gandhi Sangham 
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i he ultimate motive of the specia] 0 
for action. The ultima the officials ber Police " 
book the disloyal elements among th als before 


š Ca 

ties. For instance, one K. K. Kunhirama Kurup, the per tho, 

Potail of South Trikaripur, Kasar agod taluk, ISmisseq 
6 December 1941, by the Revenue Divisional Officer, eL 

Fong being found guilty of grave and Serious n 
I w bring; TW 
Malabar Special Police into contempt.”“4 The proceeding, agai | 
the Potail were started on the report of the Malabar Sp Ig 
Against the police excesses a non-official Tesolution 
brought by C. K. Raghavan Nambiar before the District Boar 
consisting of Vithal Shetti (President of the Board), B. Vaikundly 
“came the Speaker of 


was q 
: Offences ® 
exacting illegal gratification from villagers and of si 
cia] 
Police. 
South Kanara. The Board appointed an enguiry committe 
mad Shemnad (L 


in the matter.47 

The engu 

had its first sitti ard Elementary School, Nileshwas 

during April and the S i Tiya village. Simultaneous 

. V. Subrahmanian, the District Magistrate, also conducti 
his own inde 


at 
The police even threat 
Political worker like him for s 
Sympathy towards the cay 


ice CÉ 
rought an end to the — 
Cs like the Labour VARD aa 
° camps a large number of sympat 


8 in plac 
In thes 
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day to put their signature and remain t ted tó attend . À 
It took more than one month for th 
"m accused and prepare the charge e 
rsons in the list from Kayyur Seo 
olice recruited the prosecution Witnesses fro 
jandlords, peasants, Congressmen a m among the 
The class loyalty of the working class was ta rers. 
The first accused was Madathil Appu against "ps, force. 
had been registered for Stabbing the constable on 26th er E 
offence was one of the main reasons for the police to enlist "e 
as the first accused in a case like this. a 
These events in a remote villa 


| pmergence of a new political philosophy among the common 

ple. The role of religion was a significant factor in early 
revolts like Pazhassi, Kürichiyas and Moplahs against the British 
during the ninéteenth and twentieth centuries. (These rebellions 
had been highly influenced by tradition and religious forces.50 
But(this was the first time that an “imported” political ideology 
had boon put into. practice by the peasantry in this region. Their 
design for secret and open clashes against the authority is based 
onthe Marxist-Eeninist principles] However, the burden of 
tradition and past on these peasants was so heavy that a united 
class organisation was still in the MARE The organisation of 
a united movement was a difficult task' especially when the 
authorities banned the Karshaka Sangham as an aftermath of 
the riot and disrupted the class loyalty ofthe peasantry by using 
Criminal force. 


ge like Kayyur highlight the 
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elayi Kunhamby, 
Pallikkal Avokare (Abo. 
Meethale Veettil Raman, Valappil 


of India Rules, registered by 


the Revenue Inspector, reported 


- 10 execute arrest warra 


1. (Political). 
y taught by the politica] workers 
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poem in violence ¿ 4 S A 8 3 ku R | vi 


pi kanon 4 ip YO 08; We can trample them underfoot" 
K. Gopalan, In the Cause of the People: Reminiscences (Madras 
Š € a: 


spec : ayyur. 
3 evidence by Raman, Inspector of Police, in S. C. 44/1941 in the 


4 Evi 
š gessions Court, Mangalore. 


35 Fortnight! 
36 See detal i 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
PROSECUTION AND JUDGEMENT 


The charge sheet against the accused was laid on 144 
the festival day of Vishu in Kerala. The police enlisteg + 
ion. The Govern zr 
witnesses for the prosecution ment appointed , 
Special First Ciass Magistrate at Mangalore to register the 
against the accused." M. B. Shankar Rao, the Special Magistr, 
had been guite impartial in his trial? After the preliminary tri 
the case was committed on 27 September to the Sessions Cour, 
Mangalore. The trial by the Sessions Judge commenced only o 
Ist December. With regard to the nature of the case L. S. Partt 
Sarathy Ayyar, the Judge, reported to the High Court, Madras a 
follows: 
It is said that there is an organisation in this district 
called the Karshaka Sangha having its branches in 
several villages with offices, signboards, flags and 
with volunteers and officers having a distinctive 
uniform. The organisation is said to have political 
and communistic objects. All the accused are said 
to be either members or volunteers of that organis- 
ation.? i! 
Sixty persons arrayed as accused in the case came (ai 
different villages of Hosdrug sub-taluk and only one from i 
vellur of North Malabar. They belonged to different saneta 
came from several ranks of society and pursued different °° at 
tions. Among them, thirteen were Nairs, thirty" T 
Tiyas, four were Vannathan (washermen), two were aem v 
the rest of them were from the castes like Vannan an he 
One of them was a Brahmin. Some of them were teac ç well? 
traders (7) bat many of them were cultivators ( ys 
agricultural laboures. One of them was an indigeno m indi 
and three of them practised astrology. The rest 0 
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fferent occupations like ta 


4, di pping 

y d! » Cattle-prazi 

-— of folk dance and cooly. = Srazing, weaving, 
(9) and the others were only semi me of them were 


„erate 
i s. L. C. holders and only one "n crate. Two of them 


wet S: 
| Kunhambu, B. A. L. T.).« 
| V ) They also belonged to different 


s oups between 15 to 24 (31), 25 to 3 
ye d four of them were above 45 years. 


pROCEEDINGS IN THE SESSIONS COURT 


All the accused were charged wi 
Wi Seton Poul Unde ind ak nme soe B 
«med with deadly weapons (Section 148) kann rioting 
hurt to deter public servant from his duty Mises tas 
| 332 read with Section 149). The summary of the e, Section 
| case was as follows: ¿aspas 
| There are Karshaka Sanghams or Kisan or peasants 
Organisations in Kayyur, Kinanoor, Nileshwar 
(Palayi) Kilaikot (Mozhakoth) and other places of 

the Kasaragod Taluk engaged in anti-war and 
Communist activities, each having a body of volun- 

teers who are dressed in Khaki uniform and carry 
lathis. The members and volunteers of these 
Karshaka Sanghams used to march in processions or 
jathas with the Karshaka flags and hold meetings in 
several places. On the afternoon of 28th March 

1941 (15th Meenam) the members and volunteers of 

the Karshaka Sanghams of Kayyur, Kinanoor, 
Palayi, Kilaikot and Thimiri assembled at about 

1 P. M, at Pookandam which is the western part of 
Kayyur; and from there marched in processions to 
Cheriakare which is the eastern part of Kayyur, 


holding the Karshaka flag, singing u “asa a 
i i- and Communist slogan», 
e a hundred being dressed 


volunteers numbering about 
in their usual khaki uniform and rper 
that day the police constable Subraya : EE rci 
Kayyur to discharge his duty 9" = against 9th 


namely to execute a warrant of arre cused 29 to 
accused Modavan Ambu and to trace ac si 
sed Modava F. 1.26/41 and also t 


32—four of the accused in 
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The Kay " | 
Ist accused, the accused in F. I. 36/41, iy 
5 of the volunteers of the Karshaka San am ae 
Kayyur. The constable who Was sitting in the d | 
of the 9th accused then on seeing the Processi" | 
came up to the shop of Mundavalappi] Ab du, 

(P. W. 41) which was close by. When the Volunteer, 

in the procession saw the constable in the sh | 
they with the common object of OVer-awing hin | 
with criminal force or show of criminal force, caugh 

him and, by means of criminal force, co x 


mpelled him 
to hold the Karshaka flag and marched him in 
procession westward pushing and beating him With 
lathis. When the procession reached a place calleq 
Edathil Kadavu the constable threw down the flag 
and ran. He was caught by the volunteers, beaten 
with lathis and thrown into the Tiver close by and 
when he struggled in the water attempting to Swim, 
he was pelted with stones. He then sank in the 
river and died.5 


the women whose me 
» thrashed soundly and havin 
fell into the river where he was 


Who examined the pou-m 

Otice any alcohol in the an 
ith 9n that the injuries on - à 

OWS With sticks eath w 

to the fracture of the skull bo Or cudgels and d 


general consi 
defence that th nsider 


thé 
#tions were also advanced by (el 
* Prosecution ha 


interes 
d been inspired by inter 
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judgement 


see - 
Pi nd Potails who disliked the activities of the Karshaka 


dlords Further, the police were also interested in scotching 
sang a a t movement. In that situation the evidence supporting 
m: “ution case was tainted and unreliable testimony of 
me -— were in fear of the police and not of free and willing 

sons W? rowever, the Sessions Judge dismissed that argument 
:ading that, š ; 
It is absurd to suggest that high and responsible 
officers or respectable jenmies have conspired to book 
at their mere whim, in a serious charge number of 


persons belonging to several villages who are wholly 


innocent.’ 
put in reality, some of the accused persons in the list were not 
U 3 


even present in the Kayyur village when the riot had taken place. 


FALSE AND IMPROBABLE STORIES 

The same Judge was compelled to accept in the case of 
some of the accused persons that there was tainted and unreliable 
evidence against them. For instance, V. V. Kunhambu, the 
scond accused, in his evidence in the court pointed out the 
phantastic story of his march in volunteer uniform, carrying a 
lathi in that extreme hot climate to Kayyur, a place 20 miles away 
from his house at Karivellur. He stated that he had been imple- 
aded in the case because he was actively associated with the 
Defence Committee of Morazha and the police feared that he 
would rush again to the rescue of innocent men involved in the 
Kayyur case also. The Judge also found it difficult to accept the 
version given by the prosecution relating to this accused and 
tejected it in toto. He stated that, 

It looks highly improbable that a person, of some 

education and-position like him, who belongs to a 

different district altogether would have, putting on 

Khaki shirt and shorts and with a lathi in hand, 

taking, his place in the rank and file of the proces- 

Sionists, marched at mid-noon in summer (end of 

March) a distance of 20 miles and attended a meet- 

Ing addressed by a lad of 15 years and at his direc- 

tion marched again a mile to Cheriakara in the 

Docession. One would expect a member of a 

istrict Board and President of a Taluk Congress 
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ided over K 
nd who, had presi ko A 
Committee 9 have played and to have been Bilge | 
| 


" a 

ape! nt role. There is, therefore, this 

" he dd improbability in the case against him. 

inheren* d compelled the witnesses to give false | 
evi 


The police Kunhippurayil Raman, à prosecution yi, ` 
in the cross-examination that their ki UN 
e police and they had come five Peng, 
at they had to say in the court. a " 


Police to mention the " t 


admitted 
]y met by th 
instruct wh 


d by the Inspector of 
n the court. Although he obliged to do that ` 
1 


Court, he admitted in the Sessions Court the f 
. . el 

that he did not know them. According to him the PrOsecution 
witnesses Were retained in a room at Mangalore throughout ung, 
The police officers even gave some of them, 


| 
| 
the Magistrate 
police custody". 
iment in the police force after the pro, 


charming promise of enro | 
nouncement of the judgement in that case.'? 
When this witness and some others like Puthiyapurayi 


Ambady, Karippoth Veluthambady and Pokkavalappil Chiruvan 
dan turned hostile to the prosecution andadmitted that they gaw 
evidence out of fear of their property being damaged or their 
being implicated as accused in the case, the Judge did not cons: 
der such matters seriously. He found them "stray and slender 
of “illiterate” persons.'? He, therefore, criticised that 
If there were excesses by the Police, it would not be 
difficult to bring them to the notice of the authori- 
ties and see that they are put down; and some of 
the accused who went all the way to Mangalore, 
with a Memorial to the Collector were not unaware 
of the way in which such excesses could be remedie 
andoneaccused-accused23[Vannathan Chandu]-eve" 
alleged in his statement that he mentioned about 
the looting by the police to the Sub-Magistrate."“ ssi 
odii ae i alibi raised by twenty-five accused x uU 
vei he ^ " E of them cared to adduce any €"! " j 
anria e found also that sixteen among them 4 
| take this plea before th ue i during "^ 
preliminary trial. E deoram: Magistrate vi 
regarding their “ xcept their statements there was no e si? 
plea of alibi. This seems to be a serious 
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the part of the accused in their defence. But there was a 
op, for this omission also. If the defence gave witnesses from 
e they had to start the argument first and the Public 
ay utor would reply. Ifthe defence had not given witnesses 
Poy their side the prosecution would begin first its argument. 
ref OTe the defence would get an opportunity to i ene 
pints raised by the pro secution as per the Code of Criminal 

ocedure and the Criminal Rules of Practice.15 
i Some of the witnesses for the prosecution from Kinanoor 
were also Pok ex easy doubtful as eye witnesses by the court.!6 
sankaran, one of those witnesses, was unable to identify Bellunga 
and Pokkayi from the witness-box whom he “knew for one or 
two years”.17 It also contributed substantially to the theory of 
the defence that the evidence for prosecution was tainted one. 


THE JUDGEMENT 


After examining the material objects and evidences, the 
Judge came to the decision that, 


It may be that the person, who dealt the mortal 
blow could not with certainly be picked out of the 
group or perhaps is not even before the court. It 
may be that the individual act of a particular person 
of that group did not cause death or by his indivi- 
dual act he cannot, be held to have intended death. 
But if a number of persons, combine and attack 
another at one and the same time causing injuries 
to him (one of which was a mortal injury) throwing 
him into a deep river, and pelting him with stones, 
in such a manner that each person engaged in caus- 
| ing the injuries or in doing the acts must know that 

the result of the injuries or the acts may be the 
death of the person so brutally dealt with, then 
they must be taken to have intended to the 
Probable and natural results of the combination of 
the acts in which they joined.!? 


^ 
| stag tantiate his finding he depended on a former verdict which 
| biven b n combinations of this kind a mortal stroke though 
| Y one of the party is deemed in the eye of the law to have 
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TP sa | 
been given by every individual present and aiding” 19 


out that group which actively participated in the Murder” fing 
police constable, he divided the procession at Edathil Of th, 
into two groups, VIZ., “the group of the inner Volunt. C't 
and "the other volunteers" or "remaining ee 
ers”.20 He found Madathil Appu, Potavara Kunhamby "al 
Koyithattil Chiruvandan, Choorikkadan Krishnan Nai ayar 
Avokar [Aboobucker] as volunteers belonging to the inne 
who acted in concert and participated in the murderous 
| dragging, beating and throwing the constable into the ri 
pelting him with stones.?' Therefore, he found the 
constructively guilty of murder under section 302 and 
them to be hanged by the neck till they dead. 
According to him “It was a savage murder and was carried 
out with deliberate and persistent brutality” for which “there 
were no extenuating circumstances”.?? The accused 3, 5,9, 23, 4 
28, 29 and 30 were each sentenced to rigorous imprisonment for 
three years under section 148 and two years under section 35, 
The case of Krishnan Nair convicted for serious offence of 
murder, was reported to the provincial government as he was not 
to be hanged being 15 years old under provisions of the Children’s 
Act IV of 1920.28 Accused 26 and 47, being young persons of 
15 years of age, were also ordered to be sent to Senior Certified 
School, Chingalpet. All others (38 persons) were acquitted as they 
were found not guilty of the charges.?^ 
An important fact in this case was that the assessors 
unanimously agreed upon that none of the accused was guilty of 
murder? Then what led the judge to award capital punishment 
on five of the accused persons? One suggestion is that the ci 
had not been properly defended. All prominent Communists 
were underground. The financial burden of defence fell = 
the poor relatives of the accused.?? They could not secure E. 
assistance from the villagers.as the police kept vigilance w 
them. However, Barrister A. K. Pillai was appointed pt 
accused as a common arrangement.?? Regarding his role 
counsel for the accused in this case, V. V. Kunhambu wrote: 


The argument of A. K. Pillai for defence was pe 
factory. However, I have the opinion along a 
some of my friends in those days that the points 
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P his argument were not so effective to reveal the 
naked reality of the phantastic story and tainted 
evidence given by the witnesses and police officers 
for the prosecution and convince the judge and 
juries of the innocence of the accused. He had 
even shed tears for the accused during his argument28 


Regarding the role of Barrister M. K. Nambiar. the Public 
prosecutor, the same author stated that “he used all his talents 
to prove the charges of the prosecution. In spite of this, 
i seemed that he did not follow a policy of vengeance on the 
accused during the trial.”?? It shows that being Public Prosecutor 
he helped the Judge only to find out the “truth.” 


POLITICAL ASPECT 

In reality the political factors had played a significant role 
in preparing the charge sheet, arranging the prosecution witnesses, 
etc. in this case. For instance, some of the material objects 
produced in the court were khaki uniforms of the volunteers, 
notices relating to Karshaka Sangham meeting, list of the mem- 
bers of the Hosdrug Taluk Congress Committe, receipt book of 
Akhila Malabar Karshaka Sangham, Takli with little yarn, Con- 
gress circulars, subscription receipts of Kerala Provincial Con- 
gress Committe, report book of Kayyur Congress Committee and 
several pamphlets relating to Karshaka Sangham and the Con- 
gress. The political situation prevailing during the contemporary 
period had also considerably influenced the whole proceedings 
ei to Kayyur case. Therefore, there was no question of 
los Eu in judicial proceedings especially when the Defence of 

la Rules were in force. 


BEFORE THE HIGH COURT 


ment E, referred trial regarding conf irmation of capital punish- 
came bef criminal appeals by the convicted in the Sessions Court 
trial Ju Ba the High Court of Madras.?? The findings of the 
ings ar in the Sessions were further analysed in the proceed- 
he High Court. 
the pa. “PPellants argued that there was co-operation between 
vealed thee union and the local Congress Party. The court 
at the same argument was meant that "the Congress 
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volunteers or in any way, foster an organisation Which w of ü 
' itself to the acts of violence which are alleged to have ES l 
C 


this case.”.31 . 
Regarding the voluminous evidence in the trial 


Justices found a major difficulty and stated: 


The 
Lum I Kaypa ri 
Party would not give its blessing to or by the presen t 
Ce 


Eng 
Urreg in 
Court, the 


We have had considerable difficulty in this case Ñ 
understanding which of the witnesses the learned 
Sessions Judge accepts and which he does not 
because therefore there are frequent passages in his 
judgement in which he does not regard a particular 
witness as reliable and yet later does rely on his 


evidence.3? 


Therefore, they examined once again the evidence and 
arrived at their own conclusions. But those conclusions found 
more persons to be convicted in that case and noted that th 
*Sessions Judge has been so selective that he has unconsciously 
no doubt by rejection of entirely acceptable evidence, made his 

| task difficult".33 Therefore, the High Court found: 


There was evidence that many of the other accused 
also took part. But in their cases the learned Se- 
ssions Judge has not been convinced of their com- 
plicity in the actual murder. There is no appeal 
against these acquittals, on the charge of murder.?^ 


t — A. 
s: => 


THE VERDICT - 
The court was of opinion that by discarding ga as hadi 
es who seemed to them to be credible the learne po cati 
convicted only the “barest minimum". The only “a the Hig 
regarding the verdict given by the trial Judge ordered y _ Th 
Court was with regard to the conviction under eae a indi 
reason was that there was no evidence for any i ht bam 
dual was armed with deadly weapons but only with d sed W 
lathis. - Therefore, the punishment awarded to epit t fof p^ 
reduced by the High Court to rigorous imprison rrently F 
years only under section 147 which would run 
their sentences under section 332.35 
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ment.3 But it Was à hope 
against of hope. 
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CHAPTER srx 


FIGHT FOR CLEMENCY 


The judgement of the High Court 

triots, freedom fighters, workers and “iba. v rey to all 
They set afoot a campaign with the Haa 
the lives of the Kayyur prisoners, It was a hopeless fight against 
the steel frame of the colonial bureaucracy, However, they 
started the campaign which took a wider turn all over the country, 
They knocked at every door where 


there was any hope of saving 
those victims. Details of these efforts would highlight the deep 
concern Of the political organisations and trade unions not only 


in India but also in England in this respect. 


KAYYUR PRISONERS’ DAY 


The ban order enforced on the Communist Party was 
lifted by the Government on 26 July 1942.1 That facilitated the 
members of the party to awake public opinion in favour of the 
prisoners. A meeting convened at Calicut Town Hall in obser- 
vance of All-Kerala Trade Union Day requested the Government 
lo show clemency in the Kayyur case. Simultaneously P. Krishna 
"lai issued an appeal to the people of Kerala to observe the 
“ond August as Kayyur Prisoners’ Day and forward resolutions 
questing clemency to the prisoners to the Government.? ‘Simu- 

tously K. Madhava Menon, M. L. C. and Municipal Chair- 
“an of Calicut, issued an appeal to the authorities to show cle- 
Neney towards the Kayyur Karshak Sangh case Prisoners.* Same 
‘Deal was made by Mohan Kumaramangalam, Secretary, Tamil- 
udu Communist Party, to the political bodies and organisations 
W lead demonstrations on the third August demanding ipod 
bre y ath sentence passed on the prisoners.* eoa ion 
p" ° B. J inaraja Hegde and five other M.L. aei dis 
tua dya Hedge, M. L. A. senta memorial to t 


ng clemency in this case. 


€ country. 
Purpose of saving 


_ —— sí 
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A public meeting was convened at Calicut Town 
ai aid jè Prisoners’ Day and a Central Committee fòt 
was also formed. On this occasion Malabar leaders l UN 
Madhava Menon, Kuttimalu Amma, Dr. A. Chandu, Ame K 
Karunakara Menon, P. K. Moideen Kutty, C. K. Govindan P 
M. P. Damodaran, P. M. Attakoya Tangal and all M. 1 
signed and forwarded a memorial to the Government Teque. Ay 
it to show clemency towards Kayyur Karshaka San Sting 
prisoners. The meeting was presided over by K. Madhava Mar 
Petitions for mercy were also forwarded to the Governm. 
by the close relatives of the condemned prisoners.? Through n. 
jail authorities, the prisoners submitted joint mercy Petition, 
the Governor and Goverrior-General.? They stated that the in 
occurrence even according to the prosecution evidence was a sudden | 
development out of the heat of a quarrel without Premeditatio, | 
on the part of any. Once again they defended their side that: | 
was not proved who actually caused the fatal blow from among; |! 
crowd of more than 100 people. They further stated that th 
alleged motive for the crime was no malice aforethought by 
political motive on the part of the Communists to molest , 
policeman. They also pointed out that they were all young (Appi, 
23, Kunhambu Nair, 29, Chirukandan, 20, and Avokar, 23 year) 
and therefore, requested for clemency at least on that ground: 
Some of the ring leaders of the Communist-peasant movement 
in Kasaragod taluk like T. S. Tirumumbu had been uncondition:: 
Ily released from the jail at that time.!? The petitioners pointe f 
out that fact alsé to support their claim for mercy. | 
With slight modification, the petitioners forwarded anotht 
mercy petition to the Governor and Governor-General." Thy 
stated in the petition that the policeman who was killed in tl 
riot had suffered only a fatal injury and there was no evidence fot 
the person who caused it. They clarified that it was an “up 
meditated murder committed on the spur of the moment witha | 
any motive and without any intention or idea of causing inju 
which would end fatally.”12 A petition was also filed by the 
cọunsel besore the Private Secretary to the Governor. He 
requested for staying the execution and to commute the " 
sentence into transportation of life.13 As a decision was pen 


on these petitions the Government of Madras immediately sen 
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0! 
g^ on jail authorities staying the execution until further 
f 
vie associations like Chirakkal Taluk Relief Committee, 
emorial Library (Cannanore), Kasaragod Taluk Anti-Jap 
Southern India Railway Labour Union (Calicut 
pitte® All India Students Federation (Delhi) requested the 
anch) apé clemency regarding the death sentence passed on 
over nor r prisoners.'® On behalf of All-Cochin Karshaka Sabha, 
AK Menon reguested for mercy in favour of K. P. R. 
Achu a condemned prisoner in Morazha case, and the Kayyur 
| gopala In a memorial he viewed seriously the situation created 
! ao death sentence passed on those persons especially on an 
lb ind when the country had to resist the Fascist menace. He 


! arned that it would create bitterness and inflame the public feel- 
W 


|| ing against the Government.!6 


PETITIONS REJECTED 


! These petitions were examined by the Home Department. 
i$ It found that seventeen months had passed after the commitment 
if of the crime. The delay in the appointment of a Special Magi- 
| strate to conduct the preliminary trial was responsible for that lapse 
oftime. Further, the Magistrate went on leave owing to illness. 
The intervention of summer vacation also delayed the proceedings 
in the High Court. The Department also found that the accused 
! themselves contributed to the delay by absconding and one of 
them was apprehended only on 13 July 1941. It was also found that 
| S€ was no comparison of the Kayyur case with that of K. P. R. 
| Sopalan Nambiar who had been acquitted by the Sessions Judge 
, ntenced to death by the High Court on an appeal by the 
i ah AS such, the Department came to the conclusion 
; Was a case of "particularly brutal and unprovoked murder of 
| “sapa police constable in uniform by a considerable number 
| accused — whom the four condemned prisoners and another 
In 9. 32) were particularly identified as having taken 
dig Ka, Parts in the commission of the offence". The Department 
tm," “Tefore, consider the time that had elapsed since the 


tm 
|| the ent of the crime to be allowed to operate in favour of 
*mned Prisoners.17 


os 
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At that time, the whole political atmosphere in fa 
been changed owing to the ‘Quit India Movement’, Tç "2. 
or die' had influenced the masses all over the country, ^ do 
note file relating to those mercy petitions the Governor remarks 


dia hag 


In these days when police officers are being attack. 
ed all over India, killed and burnt to death under 
the guise of politics, I venture to suggest that com- 
mutation should be a mistake.18 


The Home Department forwarded those mercy petitions to th 
Governor-General with its recommendation that they had E 
“no reason to differ from the finding of the High Court.” lt 
was further decided that the execution would not take place unti 
the orders of the Governor-General were received.2o 

The memorandum of the Government of Madras of 17 Sept. 
ember 1942, refusing an interference by the Governor was comm. 
unicated to the prisoners on 22 September. It was not a shock 
to them, but only an expected thing. Therefore, they did not 
expect mercy from the Governor-General also. Now they applied 
to the Government for special leave to appeal before the Privy 
Council. 

Several associations like Gaibandha Krishak Samithi, Salt 
Miners' Association (Punjab), Lal Bawata Bidi Kamgar Union 
(Sholapur), Communist Party (Rajashahi), Faridpur District 
Friends of Soviet Union and Faridpur District Students Federa- 
tion, sent telegrams and memorials to the Governor-General 
requesting him to show mercy towards the Kayyur prisoners. 
However, these requests were turned down. The Governor 
General declined to interfere on behalf of the prisoners under 
death sentence.?' 


APPEAL BEFORE THE PRIVY COUNCIL 

Another stage of the fight for the life of the prisoners had 
now started. It reveals the complex formalities of an appeal 1 
the administrative structure of a colonial government. On 
September, the Government of Madras, requested the Superinte™ 
dent of the Central Jail to inform the prisoners that they sho 
furnish the Joint Secretary, Home, with satisfactory proof regat" 
ing the remittance of a sum of Rs. 700 as the solicitor's fees, ““ 
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s also instructed to convey to them that the application for 
e^ | leave should be lodged in the Privy Council within fourteen 
sp or by 6 January 1943 and that the execution would not 
cak tponed beyond that date.22 The Home Department inti- 

ayè Governor-General the desire for an appeal by the 
at ners and requested him to transmit that information to the 
"ut of State for India.?? In continuation of the letter of 
" september, the Home Department, intimated the Governor- 
General that the four condemned prisoners had since intimated 
heir intention to apply to the Privy Council for special leave only 
in case their petitions for mercy were rejected by him.?^ However, 
on 16 October, Mohan Kumaramangalam, the counsel for the 
Kayyur prisoners, filed a petition before the Government for 
special leave to appeal?5 The proof regarding the remittance of 
Rs. 700/- towards the fees to the solicitors, Hy. S. L. Polak & Co : 
London, was also appended with the petition. He also requested 
to postpone the execution. As per this request the Home 
Department instructed the jail authorities to stay the execution 
until the receipt of final orders. 
On 26 October 1942, the Government of Madras issued 
Orders based on the communications of the Governor-General 
who declined to interfere on behalf of the prisoners. However, 
the Government stayed the execution of the order until further 
orders as the prisoners had filed a petition to apply to the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council for special leave to 
appeal, 26 
As the appeal petition for special leave was pending, on 19 
oi 1943, the Home Department enguired the Secretary of 
pa through a cable whether the application for special leave by 
co had been lodged there.7 The Home Department 
` erm that the petition had been lodged there on 23 
aa British Communist Party and some of the Liberal 
ys = Parliament took an active interest in the Kayyur case. 
ins itm turn to support these prisoners in their fight 
ineg th Ore the highest court in the British Empire. They 
Wye € free service of D. N. Pritt, the renowned criminal 
"as sd. Present their case before the Judicial Committee. He 
Sted by V. K. Krishna Menon, a liberal and Socialist, 
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Simultaneously the trade-unions in U. K. raised a relief š | 
hd t 
mE | 


assist the families of the condemned prisoners.?9 
The petition came before the Judicial Committee 
March consisting of Lord Atkin, Lord Thankerton, Sir G 
Rankin and Sir C Madhavan Nair. Pritt pleaded before (U 
e 


Committee that, 


| 
| 


In the sessions court in India, all the evidence against 
the appellants were given by approvers-persons who 
themselves had participated in demonstrations and 
later turned king's evidence. ..None of this evidence 
has been corroborated as by law they aught to have 
been, but the judge has convicted and sentenced the 
men to death.°° 


APPEAL REJECTED 
However, the Judical Committee of the Privy Council took 
the view that they had not been satisfied that any serious mis 
carriage of justice had taken place.?' Naturally, the views of the 
Judical Committee came as judgement of the Privy Council. The: 
British Communist Party left no stones unturned to save the lives 
of the Kayyur Comrades. They persuaded some liberal members, 
of Parliament and church dignitaries to lead a deputation to 
Amery, Secretary of State for India, to urge him to stay the 
execution of death sentence passed in the Kayyur case. It was 
headed by Rev. Sorensen and consisted of Lord Strabolgi, S. 0. 
Davies and John Parker, M. P.32 But the Secretary of State 
refused even to meet them in that matter." He informed 
the Government of Madras regarding the rejection of the ap 
petition.34 Meanwhile, memorials were again forwarded to “ 
Governor by the Kayyur Defence Committee, Andhra Pasa 
Students Association, etc. praying to stay the order of executi 
in the Kayyur case pending the result of the deputation | 
Sorensen, M. P., to the Secretary of State.*® 
_ The report of 4 March from the Judicial 
before the King's Bench, at the Court of Buckingham re I! 
highest court of criminal justice in the British EmPUT ie 
March?! The Lords of the Committee took the humble P i 
into consideration and agreed “humbly to report as their a 
that the said petition aught to be dismissed.”” In that € 
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| fib — Gallachar and P. G. Barstow, Communist Members 
P ouse of Commons, cabled the condemned men advising 
nm appeal to the Crown immediately for mercy. They also 
je ri Governor for mercy in their case. 38 


i até a 12 March, Mohan Kumaramagalam again filed 
„jons before the Provincial Government and the Governor- 

| ae on behalf of the Kayyur prisoners and pointed out that 
| titioners Were sentenced to death on 9 February 1942, In 
| a ae it was the usual practice to commute the sentence of 
| a to one of transportation for life as the sentence of death 
| ws hanging over them for a period over a year. He also informed 
| shat the petitioners in a letter to P. C. Joshi had pledged them- 
| selves to fight even to death in defence of their country against 
| the Japanese aggression. He sent a cable to V. K. Krishna 
Menon requesting him to file a mercy petition to the King-Empe- 
pm Again on 15 March, he filed another petition before the 
| Provincial Government that the counsels for the petitioners in 
London had been asked to file a mercy petition before the Crown4? 
Questions were also raised in the House of Commons relat- 

ingto Kayyur. Sorensen asked the Secretary of State whether 
he had further information regarding the convicted prisoners of 
Kayyur. Amery informed the House that the remark of the 
Sessions Judge that “it may be that the person who dealt the 
mortal blow could not with certainly be picked out of the group 
Prae. is not even before the court" had given rise to a 
ii fa mistaken impression that there had been a miscarriage of 
| wata that case. f However, he defended that “once it was 
the tig =e as it was in this case that the act which extinguished 
ro A the victim was done by one or more persons in further- 
urge common intention of them all, each of them is guilty 
ka... though it can never be known by whose hand life 
y extinguished."^' In response to this debate William 

Wh ie another question: “If four are being executed, 
after for E. the whole lot?" Amery retorted that it was a 
ep... Judge who tried the case.*? Like all other efforts, 
the Ha, ates in the House did not at all contribute to persuade 


dong to to put pressure on the Secretary of State to see justice 
the prisoners,’ 
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HEROES TO THE GALLOWS 

In India, all the petitions requesting mercy jn the Ke 
case were considered and rejected by the Governor- Gen, t 
The Home Department received the copy of the judgement a 
Privy Council and the governmental machinery moveg ka 
quickly to effect the execution without any delay. The Gover 
ment rejected the mercy petitions of 12th and 15 March m 
before it by Mohan Kumaramangalam. The petitions of the i 
dates addressed to the Governor-General were withheld by he 
Government with a view that “law must take its Course” 
delay so far caused in the execution was treated on account Of the 
action in the Privy Council and therefore, not considered in favour 
of the prisoners. Further, the Government decided that the 
execution could not be postponed by the reason of a Cablegram 
sent on behalf of the prisoners requesting mercy to His Majesty, 
Such a petition had not been routed through the Provincial 
Government. As such the mention of that petition Was not 
made in the final order. Orders were accordingly passed on 4 
March in which the Superintendent of the Jail was asked to send 
a report regarding the execution of the prisoners under death 
Sentenee.44 

The above order was received on 26 March in the Jail. 1 
was communicated to the prisoners most probably on 28th, as the 
authorities of the Jail kept it in utmost secrecy. At 6 A. M.on 
29 March, everything was ready for the execution of the death 
sentence passed on the four brave sons of Kayyur. The comrades 
themselves walked to the gallows with firm steps, shouting 
slogans: “Inquilab Zindabad, Communist Party Zindabad, Let Im- 
perialism Perish and Let Landlordism Perish.”45 At first Chiruva- 
ndan and Avokar were executed at a time and then came th 
turn of Appu and Kunhambu Nair just after half an hour^ 
Thus ended the lives of four Communists and freedom-fighters 
Their legacy became part of our history. In the words of P.C 
Joshi, “They lived as true patriots, they died as noble martyrs ^" 

These slogans by the Kayyur comrades announced theif 
departure from this world for ever. Theirs.was a parting messa 
to the suppressed millions of the world. Their death proved the! 
the spirit of man can never be vanquished. These semi-litera" 
sons of illiterate peasants, coming from very poor families. 
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pat LO clement, | u 
4, joyalty to their political ideology, 
with jike Bhagat Singh, Sukhadeva, Raj 
pro? and died for the motherland. 
fous It is learnt that no one Prisoner, 
. the Cannanore Jail on 28th and 
septs of Morazha, Kayyur and 
Pe fast on 29th as they generally 
MP relative... Early in the morning tl 
we Kayyur comrades gathered at the Jail gate to demand their 
"m bodies. But even that request was turned down by the Jail 
wthorities- That was the most unkindest cut” inflicted by a 
wlonical government on its subjects. The Jail authorities justified 
lemselves that their intention was “to avoid display and demon- 
srations. "49 
However, the Superintendent of the jail had to explain 
certain charges against him. He had not acknowledged the 
rceipt of the Government order before its execution,50 He sent 
tie execution report and acknowledgement in the same letter. 
This omission was seriously viewed by the Government and an 
explanation was called for in that matter.5! As his explanation 
was not satisfactory, the Inspector-General of Prisons was asked 
to explain the whole situation. He, after inspecting the jail, sent 
lis report as follows: 


joined the galaxy of 
suru and others who 


political or nonpolitica], 
29th nights. The politica] 
Mattanur riots Observed 
did on the demise of a 
ne friends and relatives of 


In my opinion the real fact is that there was a 
strong rumour that serious attempt will be made by 
outsiders to rescue the prisoners. There was great 
deal of nervousness in the jail. Superintendent has 
to ask protection from the . District Magistrate and 
Police and make other: arrangements in connection 
With these executions.52 


Atonma: f a 
goding to his report it was the reason for the failure in 


ten Wedging the government order immediately. The report 
to be reliable. It also reveals how much political interest 
eeg n shown by the people regarding those peasant heroes and 
°M-fighters. | 
Cover On the hext day of the execution, the Home rd 
Mate st ent of Madras, received a cable from the adm 
ating that he had been informed by the London solici 
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that they had been instructed to submit a petition to p, 
ising the royal prerogative of mercy ; hp, | 

ME ho Karan ptisonati; He intimated that the dE onm | 
petition should be forwarded to the Home Department na 
action should be taken on that petition in his London Office x | 
Probably it may be a green signal from the Secretary of State 
the Home Department to inflict the capital punishment $00 
assuring that there would be no intervention from that Side. y 
Home Department informed him that the execution had ine 
been effected.54 y 

The news of their heroic death reached th 
breadth of the country. The Bhokna session of 
Kisan Sabha, in 1943 in Punjab, decided by a resolut 
the death of the brave Kayyur heroes by observing 
Kayyur Day, throughout India as the All-India Kisan Day, a day 
for all village units to rally the peasants and pledge that they 
Should carry forward the message of Kayyur martyrs.ss Earlier 
the Kisan Day was on 1 September. 


There was strong criticism against the 
Congress that its nationalist leaders had not at 
save, the Kayyur prisoners from the 


€ length and 
the All India 


29 March, the 


Indian National 


Actually, the 
n and others 


rs belonging to 8 


different polit that time maintained friend 


ship, with the 


Congress itself Participated in a ç sa? in the 
mov Die’, m 
days of Quit ladia. ement, ‘Do or, 


Ta 
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comrades and any mercy it considered a “mistake”. In 
ay" like that, motivated by political aspiration and committ- 
uie mob, there would not be a miscarriage of prerogative 
j py ? the executive heads if they had commuted the death 
vested S didi one of transportation for life. In another case, 
ntence r Morazha, almost similar to that of Kayyur, the Gover- 
pe riot? commuted the death sentence passed on K. P. R. 
pot es into that of transportation for life. But that was in 
i 1942, when there were no thick clouds of mass agitation 
; the Indian atmosphere. During those months Sir Stafford Cripps 
on a mission in India and conferring with leaders of Congress 
e other political parties to break the political deadlock. He 
pè met by a parlimentary delegation prior to his visit and was 
requested to put pressure on Government in favour of K. P. R. 
Gopalan.58 Further, the Government wanted to placate the 
Indian Communists and convert them as supporters of the war. 
The radical change in the political events in India had definitely 
influenced the executive heads like the Governor and Governor- 
General when they rejected the series of petitions requesting 
demency in the Kayyur case. The greatest paradox in this 
affair was that the Indian Communist Party was in co-operation 
with the British Government in India, against a Fascist war, when 
these semiliterate peasants-cum-freedom fighters, influenced by 
the Communist ideology, mounted the gallows. 
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Pp. 117.8 
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85 -K. A. Keralecyan, “Kayyur Martyrs Zindabad” in AIKS Sily,, PA 
Souvenir (Trichur, 1961), p. 32. The poetic expression of the n 
saga is given in T. S. Tirumumbu, “Lalsalam”, Vikasam (M) (Cat 
1943). See appendix VIII. leut, 


86 Kunhambu, n. 29, p. 92 
57 See above; also The Hindu (Madras) 5 August 1942, 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 


CONCLUSION 


This study of the peasant activities in Malabar in general 
the Kayyur riot in particular Is an attempt to high-light a 
aificant period in the nacionalist movement in Kerala.| It was 
ring this period that the peasantry was politically organised and 
yought into the mainstream of freedom struggle. The credit for 
n organisational work in this region at the grass-root level gose 
p the Congres Socialists and later to the Communists. The Co- 
anunists continued their work mainly among the peasants and 
workers and followed the ideology of Marxism-Leninism. This j 
ws probably the first time that the Malabar peasantry had been 
motivated and influenced by a new political philosophy.| 
Therefore, the period. under discussion was the formative period 
ofthe Indian Communist Party in Kerala. / 
Although the Communists adopted both open and secret 
struggles based on violence for political power as an ideology, 
ractically they followed the Gandhian technigues and remained 
"hin the Congress until the dissolution day of 15 September 
At no stage, during this period, there was any planned or 
`" a an for a violent revolution by the Communists. /In 
' m rm and bankruptcy of rural society created poten- 
, Wolutionaries, but the Communist Party failed to unite this 
; wasan purpose and direction. They played an effective 
Mit DE Sn activists only in agitations against imperialism 
borators, the native landlords. 
sin ile Organising the peasantry as a united class against 
ms and landlordism, the class distinctions within the 
w and “wa category were overlooked by the Radical-Nationa- 
h much Communists. The upper stratum of the peasantry 
“mens Or different from that of the lower stratum of small 
nt Conn holders and agricultural labourers. The former 
"isted of rich and middle peasants. They joined the 


Z z 
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peasant movement being attracted by the slogans like $ 
lordism perish* and “abolish the illegal extortions in the 
Vasi and Nuri." Further. they found the feudal levies lik 
mary presents to the landlord something inferior to their Stat ki 
These peasants cultivated their land with hired labour. They w: 
even capital for investment in the lands but owing to the San 
tenure of the land possessed by them they refrained from Bie 
investments. They also served as rural money-lenders. Althoy h 
small farmers were also to be benefited by the abolition of lang. ' 
lordism, the immediate gain and profit would go to these Sections 
of rich and middle peasants. Therefore, ‘the peasant movement 
in Malabar and Kasaragod was largely a tenants' movement in 
which there was the participation of a large number Of small 
farmers and landless agricultural labourers. In short, the peasa. 
ntry which was mobilised consisted of rural bourgeoisie and rural. 
petty-bourgeoisie undera wide stratification of the Proletariat. | 
The nature of this complex structure of the peasantry had 
been well understood by the Communists; For instance, during 
this period under discussion, they were quite silent of Communis. 
tic programme regarding land-ownership. As realists, they ; 
did not propagate ideaslike the state-ownership. of land or 
collective farming. A propaganda like that would have 
alienated the upper class of the peasantry—the rich and middle 
peasants—from the mass movement of the peasants. The main 
intention of the Communists was to transform the existing 
political system even by adopting violence as a modus operandi. 
The mobilsiation of the peasants was intended mainly for that, 
purpose during this period.) As such, there is no comparison of 
the peasant movement under the leadership of the Communists 
in Malabar and Kasaragod taluks to the great movements of the 
Russian peasants in Tsanist Russia and the Chines peasants 1M 
Kwangtung, Hepeh and Hunan provinces. There, the backbone 
of the revolution was the poor peasantry. Their movement W35 
an authentically revolutionary peasant explosion, a violent an" 
radical upheaval, that made the land-owning classes and author? 
tremble. Here, there was no revolution.and even in an ouem 
movement of the Peasantry an active role was played by a 
lease-holders and the rich and middle peasants. Practically. ", 
ideology of Marxism-Leninism functioned here was an “Indian's 
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‘on account of the compos; e — ai 
0” ' traditional and Caste-orienteq Social str, € agrarian system 
ttle The Kayyur riot WAS a signif; " Cture of Kerala 
ing the formative p rio he M. 

eon. Although the Tiot and iis -= dae Part 
s attempted murder of a police constable h some amt 

i with an ideology 2 Violence against Imperi n ics 

pey were not associate with a Planned Politica] ac E "c 

gent measures proved their affinity towards terrorism. se £ 

aganisers of the peasant movement an Some of the later promi I 

ent Communist leaders “ven as members Of the Congress hag 

wen influenced by the Ideology of Terrorism as a politica] 
measure in the nineteen-thirties. While nt 


detenus in the same 
Kamalanath Tiwari, 
with them.1 The 


"Weperiments in violence d 
National Congress, The rio 


Ne at Kayyur Prior to the 
| British 


ts at Morazh, Mattanur and the last 


he Communists With 
terrorism. But terro- 
> revolution was another. The 
Karshaka Sangham including 
Id be traced to this terrorist 
bar and Kasaragod Karshaka 
ion in India had been banned bk 
IS. 

ns an in isolated political incident in 
I LR oe movement in Kerala. Along with strong nation- 
tits o "ments, the police excesses also had contributed to the 
Which shaped the Kayyur riot. A visit made 
dea Wa “Tayya for Organisational work had considerably inf z 
di Tip a Peasant. leaders in Kayyur. Actually, the real cause a 
* traced to the anti-imperialist jatha of P Jen 

ugh a large number of peasants participated i 
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\ | The Kayu i 
that procession and the other one of 28 March, the political . š 
ficance and the nationalist character of those agitations under k 

Communists could not be belittled. Even the Writings Pr. da 
Communist leaders and the official records kept by the Go. t 

ment depict this riot only as an incident of class struggle by M j 
peasantry and not one that had fully emerged from a nation, . A 
struggle, Whatever may be the views of the Communists tpa ; 
ing history and its march through the process of class antagoni,, Í: 
the Kayyur riot is part of a wider political movement intendag, pi 
for India's freedom. Its political significance in this respect coul, 
not be under-estimated.? 


| Following the Kayyur riot, the Communist movement pii 
this region was largely suppressed by the Government. Further: 
when the Indian Communists co-operated with the British o; 
account of the Communist ideology of an international task off: 
supporting the cause of the U.S.S.R. against the Fascist-imperis P 
alists, there was no scope for an active anti-imperialist movement 
in India by the Communists. They turned a volte-face and glori. 
fied the war as people's war. It was an assault on Indian nation 
alism. In that political situation a new generation of anti . 
imperialists grew who “genuinely believed that the Communis 
party was the paid agent of British imperialism."3 The Govern 
ment of India released the Communists from prison and announ 
ced that the CPI had become a legal party. In support of the i 
allied war-effort, the Communists offered to bear arms and even iid 
organised a guerrila army consisting of the Communist volun 
teers.^ This sudden change had disastrous consequences on tie 
mass movement of the peasants and workers. In reality, al 
1942, the rapprochement between the Indian Communists andj 
the British imperialists against the Fascists had been responsiblegh: 
for a rupture and division among the student associations, tra: 
unions and other working class movements. The Communis 


leaders like E. M. S. Namboodiripad admitted: R 
There is no doubt that the Communist Party failed ` 
to show such a high degree of political maturity... 1 
The essence of these ; 


mistakes consisted, no doubt, a 
€ under-estimation of the national factor in 
ng out the tactics of the rovolution, in the fai- 
o realise that the Communists in a colonial 


in th 
worki 
lure t 
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country can fulfil their class-t 
roper account of the people 
political factors in a colonia] 


axes on], 
Which are th itus 
Country 5 
ihe other side of this politica] Situation, ev 
P ating significance of the Russian evolution w l 
dam following the dissolution of the Com; 3 
43. Therefore, the Communist movement and the activities of 
s auxiliary agencies uo M ti. in a crucial period ia 
ipe history of India. - Situation positively created a classic 

rtunity for Indian bourgeoisie to accumulate its weal h 
pa the interwar period. 6 ' 
» The terror which the People in 
Kayyur created in the hearts of the imperialists 444 their suppor- 
ers, the landlords, was not without any impact. In the later 
Communist movement in this region, Kayyur became the symbol 
of heroism and martyrdom. 7 It Was treated as a Sacred centre in 
the history of the Communist Party both by the Marxists and the 
members of the CPI. “Now both Central and State Governments 
iiv? recognised this riot as an anti-imperialist one and granted 
pensions to the persons concerned Or their dependants.’ Ina 


re, the Government of 
Overnment see no Objection to 


accused in the Kayyur case, if 
them or their dependants applv for it. 


4 remote Village like 


any of 

" 8 Some of them are 

by the Government. However, many 

that period who had been involved 

"d punished in this riot case have not been granted Tamrapatkras. 
wh an action brings them frustration as the Government has 
Opted a discrimination in their case. 

. œ peasants and workers in this region who have seen the 
Mergehca and growth of their party and the brave death of those 
ing men United in thousands under the red flag. It made an 

in the Political affairs of Kerala by bringing home a 
"Imunist Government in power in 1957 through the nt 
ui D ee maps P im . 
tere s Or ever in the state of Kerala an pmi wile Biles 

. the Peasantry. Whatever may be its econ 


S g 
FE 
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owing to the involvement of the rich and middle Strata of Dea 
in the rural agrarian society as recipients of the benefits e Sant, 
legislation, it is a laudable achievement 

government. ! 


of a Progressi 
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Arai 


chembu Kasu 


hoti 
"pilab Zindabad 


Jami 
Kalari ` 


Kanam 


Kanamdar 
Karikkati 


Karshaka Sangham 
Kazhakam 


Koottayi 


GLOSSARY 


À place of 
room. 

Copper Coin, 
Lower cloth. 
A slogan w 
(Urdu lan 


Worship; 2 Small 2USPicious 


hich means v 


ictory to revolut; 
guage), olution 


a stipulated rent for a 

stipulated period 

A holder of K 
lack-gruel. 

An association 

A temple org 

unit. 


A nominated representative of the Tiya 
community in a village who manages the 
affairs of their Shrine. 
Hut-dwelling; an Occupancy right. 
An Occupancy right over a government 
assessed waste land bya land owner in 
South Kanara, 
A lease holder who has a right for effecting 
improvements in land. 
A tenant: a cultivator. | 
Matrilineal system of succession or right to 
Property. 

bourer. 
re intermediary holder of Kanam tenure. 
A cash payment to the landlord. 
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Mundya 


Nuri 


Onam 
Para 


Patta 
Pattu 


Purakkali 


Silakkash 
Stanam 
Tamburan 
Tamburatti 
Tamra Pathra 


Taravad 
Vasi 


Vannathi M, attu ` 


Vechukanal 


Ver umpattamdar | 


Vishu 
Wargdar 


À place of Dravidian Worship: 


— A landlady; goddess.. 


The Kayyu, zi 
lo 


A place of worship belongin kis 
where Teyyam deities are Propitiated Tiya, 
When paddy rent is being Measy, 
handful of paddy is put on one Side to * a 
the number of measures Which is adden 
the share of the landlord in Addition to. 
rent. the 
A festival of Vishnu in the fo 
Celebrated all over Kerala. 
A measure consistin 
Malabar. 

A registered land holding. 
A ritualistic song recited in a Bhagavat; 
shrine; also a festival. I 
A group dance performed by men 
Bhagavati shrine in Malabar q 
spring festival. l 

A cash payment to the landlord. 


rm of Vamana 


uring the 


a holy Seat. 


A member of'a royal or landed family: god 


An award of honour conferred on freedom 
fighters by the government. 

A joint family in Kerala. 

A shrinkag 
lord: for every ten measu 
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APPENDIX ! 


THE PEASANTS’ MEMORIAL * 


To the Collector of South Kanara. 


ipe sie be aware that we, the peasants of Kasargod taluk, 
ou 


ms since about a few months back b 

have been ae raise the issue of our claims a 
— : relief from the perpetual and multifarious 
order to an see loitations of the jenmies and other higher 
ra kum da same to the notice of the authorities. But 
5 it m mè likely that your respected self may have understood 
clearly and correctly our hardships, the nature of our claim, 
our immediate demands and the method of our activities, we, 
the representatives of the40 local peasants” unions in Kasargod 
taluk have come hereto bring the same to your notice in person. 
Till recently there has been no unity or organisation 
amongst us. Moreover we were quite ignorant of the necessity 
for unity. Though it is impossible to give a detailed list, on 
account of the variety and volume of the oppression we had t 
suffer daily and still are suffering at the hands of the Jenmies, 
the patels and other officals and money-lenders and all othe 
san yaa yet we give below a few of them so that youl 

self may have some idea of the same: 

l. s nur is no law whatsoever to grant protection T 

eject the tenants hon ur legs the jemmnist oan, at pèt ji n 
eir holdings and homes and if the je" 


: ment against the : š la 
he tills and the house he Male oni he is deprived of the 


Most of th i 
; et eif 
claim of Possession Chants have no records to prove th 


. — 
Court Records in S. C. 44J 1941 
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asants" Memorial 
fit 
, Passing of receipts for rents paid ; 
Id Is not i 
n VOgue in 


y places f 
Mu A, Apart from the stipulated rent, th 
je illegal exactions like, “Vashi,” Nuri pé 
Mi vechukanal,” etc. ; 

W^ < In the name of (?) 2out of 10 the tenants a | 
i all their pepper. re deprived 

pt of POLICHEZHUTHU (renewal 

«e or three years, the tenants are subjected to great dins 
everal jenmies In several ways without any definite milis 


jenmies forcibl 
y 
kkal, Sheelaksh, 


by $ 
yhatsoever- | 7 
There is no definite system for assessing rents; there is 


qo system of fixing of rent on the basis of the seed. If one Jenmi 
ukes twenty paras of paddy as rent for one podippad of 
lind another jenmi takes 40 paras of paddy for a similar land 
of the same extent. Similar differences exist with regard to 
gardens also. 

8. Whenever the jenmi is in need of money he will make 
demand for money of the tenants as *Manusham" or “Kozhuk- 
lanam" on the land the tenants till. In case of refusal, the tenant 
will be ejected from the land which will be given to others. The 
system of giving any record to the tenants for the money taken 2s 
“manusham” or “kozhukanam” is very rare. 
good regarding the gardens. Spurious measures 
measuring paddy. Most of the jenmies use measures which are 
incorrect and indefinite. The way in which paddy is measured IS 
"ost inhuman. . 

10(?) Apart from all these, if there is an 
the Wa Hn it is obligatory on the tenants to take ER 
alts or presents) to the jenmi. It is a convention € : 
cd that even when the tenant goes to the Janm ea 
her complaint that he should not P, emp a performance 
' Mal iris “amsaq La towards the wend 
S; oth ouse the tenants mus y othe he next day- 

erwise his lands will be ploughe their rent the 
and c Even if the tenants regularly P^ tached an 
en. er ussfrocts raised by him wil ; 
revenue payable by the jonm 


The same holds 
are used for 


y festival or feast in 
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lot 


We have started an agitation in Nileshwar firka aboy | 
and though we had brought to your notice our disabilities ` this 
ing assessment by a deputation to you, we desire to remind td. 
that the said grievances still remain unredressed. You 

Thus enumerated our disabilities are countless. We 
creatures are living without any safety for person and prope, 
There are many instances to prove that the practice of fite. 
beating and ejecting the tenant, his family and little children fro y 
his home and of giving his home, land and garden to oli. 
thus making him beg for his livelihood, if simply somehow o 
other the jenmi is dissatisfied with the tenant, is prevalent š 
several parts of this taluk. As the tenant has no record to Drove 
the claim of possession and as the jenmi can get any number of 
poor people at his beck and call to do anything, safety for the 
tenant from jenmies and the higher classes who have learnt ang 
practised the truth that one hooligan can be suppressed with the 
aid of four hooligans, lies in submitting without even a murmur to 
all their behests and orders. Instances of jenmies driving the 
tenants from their places for any wrong unconsciously committed 
against the jenmi and tenants, in fear, voluntarily seeking safety 
in Singapore or Penang are not rare in our taluk. 

It is not only the jenmies that the tenants and labourers 
have to dread. They are subjected to great hardships by the 
patels, Shanbhogues and other village officials, police and excise 
officials. In short they suffer at the hands of the monied classes 
and other classes placed in authority. That we are peasants who 
labour for others night and day in muddy field, in gardens, in 
hilly forests, in burning sun, and drenching rain and place the 
lion’s share of the fruits of our labour at the foot of others and 
starve ourselves is literally true. 

Several local committees have brought to the notice of the 
authorities complaints against the highhandedness of the patek. 4: 
That the patels utilize occasions of the attachment of standing 
crops to wreak vengeance on anyone against whom they have 
a grudge and that they openly make exactions such as writing 
fees and watching fees have been brought to the notice of the } 
authorities several times before. | | 1 


^ is simply impossible for us to enumerate V4 
oppressions and wrongs we have to suffer at the hands of ot 


rious 
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peasants” Memorial 
e just managed to live, always fearing 

aly submissive to others and without as 3 everybod 

pie word of protest against anybody, 

mi Tt is because we are convinced that it ; 

| our midst and because we do not kah 


y, always 
Ch as even utter. 


s due ^ 
bine be nd 
jities Í that the pes 
dressed that we have recently taken to o l y remain 
yr a result nf wu Santana aieo: rganised efforts. 
Jus | becomes easy bases 71 at illegal ejection of an 
ndividua there are others to step in 
y place that we are exploited, oppressed en1 poverty-strickenstet 
ve have decided to strive to form unions and work together 
has tO be remembered that this united effort has brought 
nd is bringing us some slight gain. We have been able to check 
at least in some places robberies, such as vashi and nuri. During 
the last occasion of attachment of standing crops we were not 
subjected to illegal exactions of writing and watch fee by the 
tel. We were able to bring to the notice of the authorities 
nany of our grievances though it has not benefited us to any 
appreciable extent. Some slackening is noticeable in the unrestricted 
measures of oppression and squeezing of the poor people practi- 
sed by the upper classes. We fully believe that ‘these have been 
achieved on acocunt of our organisation. 
And it is because of these that the jenmies, village authori- 
ties and the higher classes are fighting our organisation. Since 
we are striving most peacefully and not unlawfully and 
violently for law and justice it has not been possible for 
Our opponents to easily crush our organisation. They have 
ken therefore spreading various false rumours against our 
Organisation and misleading the authorities and official circles. 
We are convinced that they have been trying vigorously to 
induce the authorities to take action against the poor dee 
ty are spreadin ost baseless rumours in the countrys! e 
an Se poe A . ost baseless 
are filling the Government files with the m unlawfully 
na Plaints and reports that the peasants are acting 
that the peasant union worker oading 
ants not : nt. 
ite ha. to pay rent and assessme 
h "Ing made. False cases are foisted 
Ate are harassed unjustly and anpè incite 
With these they are now tryin 
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masses. Vested interests among the Muslims and the Hindys 
making vigorous efforts to mislead the poor Muslims that +h 
peasants union is a Hindu organisation and is Opposed to Muslin, 
interests. It is the result of this vicious counter-propa 


| Banda that 
was experienced at Kadangode in Cheruvathur Second vil] 


š à age, 
]t must be noted that they will try their best to crcate Pars 
unfortunate incidents. Their only fear is that it may not p, 


possible for them to oppress and harass us if we are once Organi. 


e"... 


sed. They now see us, who have never even dared cven to 


complain to anybody, standing up to speak about our rights, T 
is a sight they cannot tolerate. We give below very Succintly the 
aims and objects of our union and our immediate demands; 

l. Atenancy legislation in the district giving permanent 
right to the tenant in the land. If that will take time extention 


of the scope of the Malabar Tenancy legislation with the amend- | 


ments suggested by the All Malabar Peasants” Union (copy of 
the amendment annexed hereto), Kasargod taluk. (We have 


recently sent petitions signed by 10,000 peasants to the Revenue | 


Minister of the Government of Madras praying for a legislation 
with the amendments suggested above. 

2. Not to attach and sell the standing crops or other 
usufructs of the tenants for arrears of assessment due by the jenmi. 
We the tenants are prepared to pay the assessment of the land in 


our possession directly to the Government. It is enough if your 


respected self would make arrangements to give receipts for the : 
amounts paid specifying the Survey number and subdivision and | 


compel the jenmies to credit the same to the account of the 


respective tenant remitters.) 


3. As the Malayalees who form 72 per cent of the 


population of the Kasargod taluk suffer various disabilities due 


to linguistic difficulties, separation of Kasargod taluk from 


South Kanara and amalgamation of Kasargod taluk with Malabar. 
4. As a pamphlet specifying our immediate demands 
regarding debts, rents and assessment (approved by the All 


Malabar Peasants’ Union) is annexed hereto, we do no! 
Separately mention them here. 


withou 
order col 
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We who were split up and quarrelling among En 
t mutual love and toleration have now begun to unite ur 
lectively to bring to the notice of the Government ° 


iu. 


m m Memorial 
fi 

„able condition and to get redress for the same. We believe 
jm? now your respected self have come to understand the aim 


inst movement and the nature and method of our Work. We 
four ray that you kindly accord us all co-operation and help 
uml on our peaceful organisational activities and to do all in 
0 rry warte redress the multifarious hardships we are labouring 
jen a d to bring to the immediate notice of the Government of 


M jras any matters beyond the scope of your authority. 
adra | 


Peasants” Memorialist Sangham. 


9-12-1938: 
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APPENDIX II 


Forward! O youths! to the battlefield together. 
War trumpet is sounding, let us press on to the front. 
How long have we been like those born in hell, 
To work in man's guise in this world, 
By day and by night without difference along with 
children and friends. 
For doing cooly work starvation for result. 
Thus how long is this life of slavery ! 
And without sense we drudge on and on, 
Receiving blows and fists and shots and living in the jail. 
We must suffer oppression endlessly. 
Awake, awake, remain united. 
Hear, Ye, this song with the war of passive resistance. 
India, for two hundred years by British people, 
Was swallowed under the pretence of governing, 
Immersing the whole of India in abject poverty, 
Enacting laws endlessly on and on. 
"Hr d A taxes...... to-day, we comrades, 
We, the peasant $ “= = i Nag 
Suffer re ras cee 
deve, i "res on and on. 
E irse and lead an independent life, 

nd bring anarchy, O comrades, 


here of equality in India. 


| 
A MARCHING SONG * 
| 


masin ife of starvati 

> “sasha lo 
Court Records in S. C. 44H94] — a 
Written by Amsi Nara yana Bil The original Malayalam song " 
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Mber, O Comrades. 


Aren’t we the cause? Reme 
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APPENDIX Ill 


ALAYI PRADESHIKA KARSHAKA 
SAMMELANAM * 


(Alayi Provincial Peasants` Conference). 
March 20th (Meenam 7th) Thursday 4 P. M. 
President— Kodoth Narayanan Nair. 
Inagurator-K. T. Kunhiraman Nambiar. 
Flag-hoisting-M. Haridas 


O, Peasants, 

At this time when many changes and reforms are taking 
place in this world, and in this twentieth century when society 
is making progress both educationally and culturally, we tht 
peasants who form a majority in the human society are living 
without any change or reform, labouring and starving like two 
legged beasts. The hardships that we are having from the jenmis 
are so dreadful that cannot possibly be enumerated. But on 
( thing that is highly consoling to us is that many persons who at 

well-educated and are well-wishers of the peasants, aiming at tht 
peasants’ prosperity have been for some time past advising us t 
Organise ourselves and exerting themselves to safeguard ov! 
Interests by establishing an All-India Peasants’ Association. 5 
a result of the endeavours of the Kasaragod taluk Karshak 
ma am funetioning under the auspices ofthe above organisati?" 
Bwe i : : illegal collections that the jenmies collected from É 
endeavou an many places. Besides, asa result 0 ! 
rs of this association it has been recommended thé! : 
Committes Mai d by the Malabar Tenancy pas? 
ie e applied to our taluk also. Yet the or is 
Com na Ten vigorous propaganda work again : 
by K. Madhavan wa The original Malayalam text Was " 
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Karshaka Sammelanam 


Moreover, they also think of going on deputation to the 
Governor. It is high-time for us to get ourselves ready to oppose 
this counter-propaganda by the Jenmis. to request the Govern- 
ment to apply the Tenancy Law to this taluk and jenmies to put 
an end to the illegal exactions such as the “Sheelakkash, Nuri”, 
etc, and also to make other arrangements, if necessary required 
for the establishment of our rights.V There is no use whatsoever 
in the peasants’ narrating their griévances singly or otherwise, 
sitting here and there. Our Strength lies in organisation alone. 
Hence we all have to stand united under the Kasaragod Taluk 
Peasants' Association. All the peasants are earnestly requested 
to attend the conference to be held at Alayi under the president- 


ship of Kodoth Narayanan Nair at 4 P. M. on 7th Meenam, and 
nake the conferencc a grand success. 


Reception Committee. 
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APPENDIX V 


KAYYUR HEROES * 


\ 
` 


A report by P. C JOSHI which appeared in the Peoples' 
War, 1943. 

Four young kisan patriots, already become famous as the 
Kayyur Comrades, have been hanged on 29th March (1943). 
Their names are 

Madathil Appu 
Kunhambu Nair 

` Chirukandan 
Abu Baker 

All of them were below 25 years, barely literate, but they 
became people's leaders in their village. They took the foremost 
part in the organisation of the Congress Committee, themselves 
jeined the Congress Volunteers and founded the Kisan Sabha. 
The peasants in that taluk had no tenancy rights; they organised 
and led a veritable kisan upsurge. The police hated them for their 
patriotism; the landlords because they roused and activised the 
kisans. - | | 

A unit of the Malabar Special Police was stationed in the 
area. They went out to search kisan houses and ended by loot- 
ing them. They caught kisan workers to interrogate them but 
MUR and daa = beating them up. To protest against this 
it. <s soso was fixed in Kayyur village. A 
Ple—he is re acted to ine? bns po g: Mn pik a 
A sa " mon ehaved with a Muslim peasant 
to death = assembled kisans are alleged to have stoned him 

- It is for this that these comrades have been hanged. 
Mos sessions judge admitted that in an incident like that 
"V 29 many participated it is difficult to identify the person 


` NEW Y 
AGE, Vol XXIII, No. 48 (1975) 
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pLEADED: 
ALL PA TRIOTS summarily rejected the appeal. It stun... | 
| patriots 0 Ma Leaders of all parties and all the a | 
all pa pò cie district appealed to the Madras Governo; As 
and MLCS mee :ted-front campaign Was set afoot for 
It was another shock but ba 
ok a wider turn. From all over m 


country appeals 


intervene. d I f 
put the Government of India is not ours: a prisoner of its 
own phrase—“the respect for law and order must be maintained" 

nd rejected the appeal, afraid of creating 


—it went by red tape a 


precedents. 
After this it seemed a hopeless battle but we did not give 


there was any hope of saving them for the service 
was filed before the Privy Council; out 
inent counsel] 


up as long a5 
of the motherland. Appeal 
British comrades secured the free services of the em 


D. N. Pritt. This too was of no avail. 
The British comrades tried the very 
some Labour and Liberal MPs and even som 


to appeal to the king. That too failed. 
Four of the best sons of the Indian kisans are no more. 


No Indian patriot who heard their tale refused to do whatevei 
lay in his power to save them. Across the seven seas sons of tht 
British workers, leaders of the British Communist Party, struggle 
to save them as if they were their own brothers. They won ti 
support of the best sons ofthe British people ado 
these four comrades of ours as if they were their own CO 
— Sons of the soil, they adopted communism, t^ 
rati dbi pen own. Young in age, they joined the mit 
ata of fighters for freedom, the Communist Parl” c 
vue d RE iis operate in every country in the world 
rue patriots, they died a S 
We a s noble martyrs re " 
re the most influenti i ap: 
ud ‘Mian beast conti uential party in Malaber gy e 
confined to towns alone but flies p^ it 30 


hundred i 
s of villages. An overwhelming majority ý 


last chance; they moved 
e church dignitaries 
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cary Heroes 

embers are sons of peasants’ and out of them 16 are serving 
Ia sentences four are awaiting the gallows. 

° When the party centre asked me to po to Malabar as 
its representative for our Provincial conference it came as the 
fufilment of a long-cherished desire, to see with my own eyes 
communism in action in our countryside. 

When the party centre also commissioned me to meet and 
give our last greetings to the Kayyur Comrades, also go to 
Kayyur and pay the party’s homage to the families of these 
four party brothers, I knew I was going on an errand of honour. 

As soon as the party conference concluded at Calicut we 
rushed to Cannanore, covered a rally of 6000 workers and citizens 
in the midday sun and amidst shouts of “Kayyur Sakhakal 
Zindabad', motored straight to the central jail. For a long 
distance the echo of the slogan followed us. Krishna Pillai, our 
Malabar secretary, had announced that we were going to the jail. 

We pulled up before the jail gate. It looked like any other 
jail, and the iron wicket door was opened for us just the same 
way as everywhere else. We bent ourselves low and passed 
through, signed up the register and were taken charge of by the 
jailor. 

f We went round and round the gravel path, till another 
small gate opened into the condemned cells. 

There they were in the first four cells, all standing at ease, 
pulling themselves to attention, and their clenched fists went up 
as they said: “Lal Salam”. After passing in front of all the four 
cells, I came back to the centre and looked up. 

They looked so young and clean, their bodies had grown 
thin, after a whole year inside the condemned cells, but light and 
courage shone on their faces. Their very first glance convinced 
me that these lads will mount the gallows with a firm step and 
“Communist Party Zindabad”, on their lips. 

We had carried a big packet of postcards and letters, 
Written in all the languages of our vast land. They were greetings 
to them, written in an informal and intimate manner by workers, 
peasants, students of all ages, and of both sexes, from all over. 

hey smiled broadly when they saw them: the jailor was bothered 

Ow he would get them translated to censor them and felt relieved 
When I told him that the English translation of most of them 
Were attached therewith. 
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The Kayyur riot 


neither English nor Hane usthiti sind 
‘ailor’s permission Pillai trans. 
ty is prouder Of you four than tos DÉ any of ix 
came to us when we were In mere hundreds. 
members. You er 9000 party members and 8000 candidates 
Today we m ud to you that we will hold high the banner you 
h Ap para and continue fighting the battle you fought 

e 

s0 —Ó re dying for an immortal cause, of freedom and 
ountry and the whole world. Ours is the 
st triumph; you are giving your lives to see 
We know you are fulfiling your dream, 


“The par 


prosperity for our C 
cause of justice, it MU 
that it shall triumph. 


not dying.................. " 
“The party is not losing you but gaining four martyrs. 


Let thom send you four to the gallows, that we can't help 
today. But inspired by you four, we will win four hundred, four 
thousand............. new party members. This they can't prevent, 
this we will work for. And rest assured comrades, we will win. 
“I bring greetings from the party which you love more 
than your life. I am going to your village from here and will 
meet your families. Is there any message for them?" 
_ “Buck them up. Ask them not to worry", allof them 
said together. 


Anything else, T asked....... Jail 
at his wrist watch. I asked them to Taman e tg 


PARTING WORDS OF THE FOUR: 


The ile e Was in the first cell began. 
for the people. :.1r mou d capable of doing whatever I did 
all I ever desired”, Party thinks 1 have done my duty that is 
Appu said: 


“You have brought great w. 
the party, We will "E E news Of the growing strength of 


We jói ount t | ` $ 
Sum. ^^ PANY to Fight and ap We With added strength 
r the freedom o 


r kisan m | 
n 
* hanged but ines But India's millions 4% 
"Y Can't be destroyed. This Ë 
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| Kayyur Heroes 


rough. These letters from all over the 


| cotntry make us feel sorry that we can't live po cari na 
| We have known no other regret. If we had more Hi kai 
have died over and over again for our cause". He had taken a 
ding part in two kisan struggles. A 

a pos Baker was in the last cell. “We have drawn inspira- 
tion from the life of our martyrs. We never drzamt that we will 
share the honour of being one of them. Tell all the comrades that 
we will mount the gallows fearlessly. My mother is very old. 
Cheer her up. My brothers are very young. Educate them fer 
party work. I was the eldest member of the family. They have 
nobody left to look after them". 

The moment he stoped the jailor said that the time was up. 
I asked him permission to shake hands with them. He agreed. 

Not only the iron grating of the cell but the verandah had 
separated us from them. Jail rules ! 

It wasa thrill to go near them and clasp their hands 
warmly. They had been volunteers and immediately after the 
handshake they instinctively drew up to attention and gave the 
al Salam with their clenched fists. 

Appu held my hands a few moments longer and quietly 
hispered, “comrade” but no other word came out of him. I 
ooked into his eyes—they were moist......... 

As Tam writing this a comrade from Malabar has come 
ith the news that these four comrades were hanged on 29th 
orning. The previous night they learnt thatthev will haveto 
alk to the gallows the next morning. They spent the night singing 
1 chorus patriotie songs and shouting slogans, “Communist 
“rty Zindabad" being the most frequent and the loudest. Not 
Ne prisoner, political or non-political, slept that night in the 

Mnanore central prison. 

- Early in the morning 3000 citizens gathered at the jail gate 
nding their bodies. The request was refused and they were 
d to disperse. 

Malabar kisans produced immortal sons like these young 

ith ° an psi nurses patriots who take martyrdom easy, 

tyr. ng face. We dip our Red Banner to our Kayyur 


| what has sustained us all th 


‘Toeg, 
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APPENDIX VI 


AT THE COURT 4T BUCKINGHAM PALACE 


The 11th day of March 1943 


PRESENT 
THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
LORD PRESIDENT MR. SECRETARY ATTLEE 
LORD HANKEY MR. CHANCELLOR OF THE 
DUCHY OF LANCASTER 


e Board a Report, 


Whereas there was this day read at th 
| dated the 4th 


from the Judicial Committee of the Privy Counci 


day of March 1943 in the words following, viz,— 
“WHEREAS by virtue of His late Majesty King Edward 
a 18th day of October we 


the Seventh Order in Council of the 

there was referred unto this Committee à humble Petition of (!) 
Madathil Appu (2) Podavara Kunhsmbu Nayar (3) Chiruvan- 
dan (4) Avokare paraying for special Leave to appeal to your 
Majesty in Council from a Judgement of High Court of 
Judicature at Madras dated the 24th day of July 1942 and 
pronounced in (he matter of the conviction of the Peritioner" y 


the Court of the ara of murder an“ 
other offences: | 


Sessions Judge of South Kan 
“THE LORDS OF THE COMMITTEE in obedience t° 
His Late Majesty's said Order in he M 
humble petition into Consideration an 
support thereof, their Lordships do t 
report to Your Majesty as their opinion that the sal ai 
ought to be dismissed." * His Majesty having taken 1 Sat 
Report into consideration was pleased by and with the 8° vie y| 
His Privy Council to approve thereof and to order as it 18 vèti 
| 


d having hcard 
š : k a h ] 
his day agree ' petition 
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| judgement 


ordered that the same be punctually observed, obeyed and carried 
` info execution. 
| Whereof the Judges of the High Court of Judicature at 
| Madras for the time-being and all other persons whom it may 
concern are to take notice and govern themselves accordingly. 
Sd/- 


A.S. 
This communication is in confirmation of the cablegram 


dated 9-3-43 on which orders were passed in G. O. No. 678 Home 
dated 24-3-43 This may be lodged and filed with that G. O. 
Sd/- 
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APPENDIX VII 


CONVICTED PRISONERS: KAYYUR * 


34. Mr. Sorensen asked the Secretary of State for India whether 
he has any further information respecting the convicted prisoners 
in the Kayyur case ? 

Mr. Amery: The facts of the case to which the Hon. 

Member refers are that an Indian police constable who was 
visiting the village of Kayyur in Madras for the execution of a 
Warrant was attacked by a mob. He was beaten and thrown 
into a river and then stoned until he sank and died. A number 
of persons were arrested and tried and four of them were senten- 
ced to death by the Sessions Judge. The sentences were con- 
firmed by the High Court of Madras, and the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council has recently considered and dismissed an 
application for special leave to appeal. A remark by the Sessions 
Judge that “it may be that the person who dealt the mortal blow 
could not with certainty be picked out of the group or perhaps 
is not even before the Court” has given rise to a wholly mistaken 
impression that there has been a miscarriage of justice in this 
case. 
Once it is established as it was in this case, that the act which 
extinguished the life of the victim was done by one or more 
persons in furtherance of the common intention of them all, each 
of them is guilty of murder even though it can never be known 
by whose hand life was actually extinguished. 

Mr. Sorensen: Is the right Hon-Gentleman aware that 
there is a certain parallel between this case and a somewhat 
similar case in Northern Ireland where some of the convicté 
prisoners were reprieved ? Could he say therefore whether ^ 

* PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES: HOUSE OF COMMONS, 18 Mare? 
1943 (oral answers) 
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Convicted Prisoners 


attention of the Viceroy has been drawn to this, and will he 
inquire of the Viceroy whether clemency is likely to be exercised? 


. Mr. Amery: No, Sir, A petition for mercy can always be 
sent In on behalf of the person concerned. 


Mr. Ridley: Will the Right Hon. Gentleman consider the 
legal position in which a man can be condenmed to death for 


murder even though it has not been proved that he committed 
the murder ? 


Mr. Amery: An 
to the Viceroy. Iamn 
made. 


Y question of an appeal for clemency goes 
ot aware that such an appeal has been 


execute the whole lot ? 


Mr. Amery: That is a matter for the Judge who tried 
he case. 
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APPENDIX VIII 


LAL SALAM * 


(A Tribute to The Kayyur Heroes.) 


T. S. Tirumumbu (trans. by C. P. Sivadasan, Dept. of English 
Calicut University) 


Listen! we hear from far 
The resounding call of the gallows! 
Listen, my countrymen! 
The inspiring voice of sacrifice, 
That enchants even the sons of penury! 
The call of the eraving for freedom 
That inspires into Life 
Evena handful of hay! 
The chant of victory has come 
Penetrating the tall ramparts of the Central J ail 
The message that we hear 
Is that of the altar of Death 
Where the five ** heroes of Kayyur 
Laid their precious lives down! 
The self-same message do we hear 
From the roar of the sea and the song of the breeze 
And the music of the cuckoo ! 
What's it that the tall trees listen to ? 
It's the same message, the tall hillocks hear it alike ! ! 
You éhildren of poor rustics, 
Who, forsaking everything, | 
Have become the pillar of support 
For the suffering millions; 


You the shining symbols of man's love for the homeland 


santana: Be BN ionic BER aga 


# T, S. Tirumumbu, Vikasam (Ca 
** Actually Four only m ee 
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jal Salam 
à 

you the valiant swordsmen 

wËo fought for the rise of the poor, 

Verily you aren't dead, 

You are still alive in the proud hearts of many, 
‘Like Abhimanyu, Arjuna’s valiant son. 
Never shall we forget, comrades, 

The royal path that you have trodden 
We swear, with our clenched fists, 

That death and dry hay are alike to us ! 
Never shall we rest till we liberate the land 


And never shall we withdraw from fight 
Till Fascism is dead ! 


Hail to thee Bolshevik heroes 
We salute thee “Lal Salam’, “Lal Salam’. 
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